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For the Utica Car stiau Repository. 


LETTER, 





ON THE DOC: RINE OF ELECTION. | 


(Conelnded from page 300. ) 


Let us then pass to another important 
inquiry, that is way they are elected. Ar- 
minians hold, not only that men are e- 
lected after they believe, but that they 
are elected on that account; that their 
repen ing and believing the gospel is the 
reason why God elvets them. fF shail 
therefore quove a few passages to show 
that this notion is in direct coutrariety to 
ithe seiiptures of truth. 


Rom. 9.11. ‘ For the children be 
ing not yet born, ovither having don» 
any goorLor eyi 
accordi een might stand, not 
of wo of him that ealleth. For 
he saith co Moses, I vill have mercy on 
whom [ will have Mercy, and Tf will have 
compassion on whom [ will have coin- 
passion. So then itis not of him tha 






willeth, nor of rR that rurneth, but of 


God that sheweth mercy. Therefore 


hath he mercy on whom he will have 



















mercy, she will he hardeneth. 
If me fore they are born 
or ha evil; if election is 
not of 1, nor of him that 


runneth, ab sheweth merey ; 
anid th e mercy on whom he 
will h aud har¢en whom he 


will ; t in any sense on ac- 
coun s, either performed or 


“Even so then at 
iso, there is a rem 
nant ic election of zrace 
And 
marks ; 
What 
that wt 


ce is no nore grace. 
hath not obtained 
eth tor; but the elec- 
tion hath ed it, and the rest were 
blinded. 1 Tim 1.9 Who hath saved 
us and called us with an holy willing, 
noi accoriing to cur verh , but aecor- 
ding tohi own; u-pose an 
was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
world began.’ These texts are too plain 
to need any parrieular comment. They 
certain!y assert, in tue most emphatical 
terms, that election is In no sense on 
accouut of works, but wholly a sove- 
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reign and most Denes vient aci of the di- 
vine mind. 


It is often objected against the doctrine 
of election, tha® it destroys free agency, 
and overthrows ail connection’ between 
But St. Paul, who 

taught election very fully. as [have al- 
realy shown, wis of quite a different 
opinion. He did not inter, that because 
some men were trom the beginuing cho- 
sen to sa'vation or ordained to eternal 
life, may is a machine, or placed under 
a system of fatality, and of course has 
nothing to d»; bat the reverse. * Where- 
fore the rather, brethren, give all dili- 
gence to make your calling and elec- 
“tion sure.’ (2 Pet. 1.16.) Here we 
eannot but see that an Inspired apostle 
has represented the most persevering 
| attention to the means of griee, as be- 
ing perlectly consistent sith the doctrine 
| of election. He did not say. if you are 
elecied you will be saved, and if you are 
not elected you will be daimned, and of 
course it can be of no us to attend to 
the means of grace. * Wherefore the 
ather, brethren. give all diligence to 
make your calling and election sure,— 
It is pluin that tne | postle connects the 
coctrine of elect:on with diligent atte 
tion to means, and surely. w> ought att 
to improve itina different co wner from 
what he did. 

The doctrine of election and the use 
of means, are represented as perfectly 
coincident in the following passage, 
2 Tim. 2. 10. ‘Therefore | endure all 
things for the elect’s#§ake. that they may 
also obtain the salvation which is in 
Christ Jesus with eternal slory.’ Now 
if theiP@leetion entirely subverted the 
means of grace, why did Paul suffer the 
lass of all things, Icbour so incessantly, 
and subjeet himself to such hardship, 
persecution, and even death. that the 
elect might be saved’ Nothing ismore 
manifest, than that this great aud good, 
and inspired man, un '!erstood the « oe- 
trine of eleetion as verfietly farnoni- 
zing with thetuse of means, afd as af- 
fording great encouragement to the use 
of means. 

If the eleeting purpose of God des- 
troys free agency aud the use of means, 
then all the purposes of God must do the 
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same. 
contrariety with the assertion of him, 
who spake as he was moved by the flo- 
ly Ghost. When shipping towards tome 
in a violent stormn and great danger, the 
purpose of Ged that not one of the crew 
should be lost was made known to hin 
by an angel: yet when the shipmen 
were about to flee out of the ship, Paul 
said *‘ exeept these abide in the ship ye 
cannot be saved.’ (Acts, 27.31. Tho’ 
the event was secured by the purpose 
of God. and this purpose had been re- 
vealed, yet the apostle expressly deela- 
red that the thing puiposed could not 
be obtained without the use of means. 

David viewed the purposes of God in 
the same light, ‘ For thou, O my God, 
hast told thy servant thou wilt build him 
an house; therefore thy servant hath 
fonnd in his heart to pray before thee. 
(1 Chron. 17. 25. He cousidered this 
purpose of God, not only as harmoni- 
zing with the use of meaus, but as aifor- 
ding special encouragement to use 
means. 

We know it was the purpose of God 
that Joseph should be sold into Fgypt: 
he meant it unto good. But were not 
Joseph's brethren tree in seMing him, | 
and the isha aelites in bu | 








ing him, and | 
carrying hun there ? It was the purpove 
of God that th re shonld be seven years 
of plenty m ihe days of Joseph; but did 


sh uld use any means to Obtain the 
plenty? 
Tie seriptures assure us, that ‘our 
days are determined, the number of our 
months are with God, he hath appoint- 
ed = . heunds that we cannot pass ;° (Job 
14.5.) yet cin wemot aet consiste nuly in 
“ies we recourse to medical aid in times | 
of sickess, and in using a restore | 
our health and prolong our da¥s ? 
The most efiectual way to ra tee 


and render it unnecessary that oy 
| 


those of their error, who contend that 
the doctrine of divine purpose,is in con. 
trariety with the use of means, is to en. 
j0im it on them to reduce iheir onn prin- 
ciple te practice :—to say, wien sick, I 
shall live my appointed time if f do not 

send for the physic’an. and if I do send 

{ can never pass the bounds, which 
God has set to my life ; ther<fore it can 
be ofne use tosend. So if God has pur. 
vest this year, I shall have it, though I 
heither plough ner put my seed into the 
ground ; and if God has not determined 


eee Ee 


posed that I shall have a plentift! har- 
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Leiter on the Doctrine of Election. 


But this sentiment is in direct || that [shall havea harvest, I chal! pot 
| have it, if I do use means; therefore | 
| mey as well sit still as go to work. Now 
| a theory, 


which not only contradicts 
e word of God, but would shock any 
person of common sense to reduce it to 
practice, is manifestly a bad theory. 

One pritcipal reason why the doc- 
trine of divine purposes has been sup- 
posed to superse’e the use of means is, 
that these purposes make the event 
certain; and when an event is made 
certain by the immutable counsel of Je- 
hovah, ‘ what good” they say, ** does it 
de to use any means in relation to it 2” 
But a moment’s reflection may convince 
them that the same consequence in this 
respect, arises from the foreknonledge of 
God, that follows from his purposes.— 
The foreknowledge of God makes the 
thing as certain as a decree can possibly 
do. If God oie that a certain e- 
vent will take ace: vent is as 
certain as it is ike ew it.— 
Some by discovering tha eknowl- 
edge of God places j 1em in the same di- 
lemma, as it respect the use of means, 
that the purposes of God do, have been 
kd to treat bethaljke. We frequent- 
ly mect prof-ssors” of religion, and 
sometimes public teachers, who posi- 
tively deny the fore ‘knowledge of God ; 
thus * limiting the: 
all his works are 
ning of the werldg 

The question is 
ence to the doet 
there any difference 
and fore-knowledge 
There is a differey 
The inspired writg 
them as two distis 
ing di livered byt 
cel anid foreknowleg 
23.) Eleet accord 
edge of God the g 
God first, (in the 
crees anevent, a 
vill take place, mage 
decreed it. e. 

Mauy contend, that if the doetrine of 
election, as it is usually held by tae or- 
thodox, be truc, it cannot be profitable to 
preach ut, because it makes so much con- 
tention among people. But it appears 
that our Saviour was of quite a different 
opinion. He preached the sovereignty 
of God in dispensing his favours so poin- 
tedly, that ‘all his hearers were filled 
with wrath,’ and would have taken. his 
life by casting him down an eminence, 
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had he not eluded their intentions by a || 
miracle. (Luke 4. 25—30.) But few of 
our Lord's discourses have come down 
tous; but in those few, we find the 
dcctrine of election fully taught in not 
less than sixteen or eighteen different 
places.* And it is worthy of notice that 
though it was probably never betore 
clearly preached to that generation, he 
did not in one instance stop to explain 
it, or answer objections but spoke of it 
as a plain and well known truth of reve- 
Jation. 

if the unwelcomeness ofa doctrine be 
a just reason for not preaching it, then 
the apostles were very injucicious to ; 
reach to the Jews salvation by Jesus 
heist at the expense of turning the 
world upside down; at the expense of 
som+ch suffering; at the expense of 
their lives: and it has ever since been 
injudicious to preach that doctrine to that 
people. ; ° 

We often bservation from 
some who profess a reverence for God’s 
word in general, that they believe cer 
tain doctrines of revelation are unprofit- 
able, and had better be let alone. But 
the remark may well strike us with bor- 
ror! Shall a sinful Worm of the dust ar- 
raign the wisdom of God! Jehovah cer- 
tainly considered all parts of the scrip- 
tures protitable, or he would not have 
declared it so many words; he would 
not have given them tospeople in gen- 
eral, with the injunction to search them 

aily. There is the safie reason why 
they should be preached, that there is 
why they should be read. Ministers 
must ‘declare all the counsel of God :’ 
(Acts 20. 27.) for ‘all scripture is giv- 
en by inspiration of God, and is protita 
ble for doctrine, for reproof, fur correc 
tion, for instraction in righteousness.’ 
(2 Tim. 3. 16.) 

Another objection to the doctrine of 
election, is that it clashes with the in- 
vitattons of the gospel, and with the free 
offers of salvation to men in general.— 
The opposers of election often say in 
preference of their own scheme, ‘ we 
hold to afree salvation ;? importing that | 
those who strictiy adhere to election, do 








* Matt. 20. 16, 23; and 22.14; and 24 
22,31 Mark 13. 20,22. Luke 4, 25, <8. 
John 6. 37, 39; and 13. 18; and 15. 16, 19; 
and 17. 2,6,9,24. ‘hese are but little more 
than half of the texts which have been quo- 
ted by a judicious divine, from our Savior’s 
discourse in proof of the doctrine of elec- 
fon. | 





ee 


not believe in a general atonement; that 
they consider the invitations of the gos- 
pel as appheable to bnt very few ; and 
that they view all others as under fatal 
necessity of living usin; as being eter- 
nally barred from the possibility of oh- 
taining salvation; and that itis of no 
use for them to attend to the means of 
grace. But it is well known that we do 
not hold to any such thing. It is well 
known, that we who strictly achere to 
the doctrine of election, do dwell much 
on the invitations and motives of the 
gospel. [tis well known that we hold 
toa free salvation, nay mort than a free 


| salvation; that the grace of God is irre- 


sistible ; that his ‘people shall be wil- 
ling in tke day of his power ;’ that they 
shall be compelied to come in. And we 
do this in conformity with the word of 
God. Here the doctrine of election, 
and the free offers of salvation to all are 
abundantly taught; and so long as the 
command to ‘ give all diligenee to make 
our calling and election sure,’ is obliga- 
tory on men; so long it is consistent for 
those who believe in election, to hold 
up the free offers of salvation 10 people 
in general, and the importance of at- 
tending to the means cf grace. 

It is also objected that the doctrine of 
election represents God as a‘partial be- 
ing, ora respecter of persons. They 
say, ‘if God elects some and not others, 
then he does more for some than for 
others, and this is partiality.’ But if to 
do more for one than for another is par- 
tialiiy, then it must follow that God is 
partail in dispensing his favours. Who 
will dare to say that God does not do 
more for soine than for others? that he 
does not do more foréthe believer th-n 
| the unbeliever 2? more for those who are 

converted end saved, than for those 
who are left to perish in their sins ? 
‘Who maketh thee to differ ;’ thyself or 
God ? 

I. is beyond a question that God does 
do more for some than for others, as it 
respects lemporal fivors. But who will 
charge him with parti lity. or with be- 
ing a respecter of persons on this ac- 
count ? And if bestowing more tempo- 
ral favors on one than on another, does 
not render Goda partial being neither 
does it prove him purtial to bestow 
more spiritual blessings en one than on 
another. ‘l'o be ayrespecter of persons, 
is to show favor to one rather than an- 
other from an unworthy motiv: , or with- 

| outa just cause. We kuow there is of: 
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tena weighty reason thy a parent should | 
do more tor one child than ‘or another ; 


and who will presume to say there can | 


b> no reason why God should do more 
for One than for another ? Gad never ean 
do injastiee to any of his creatures; but 
as it respects the bestowment of favors, 


he is under no oblization to impart them | 
‘is if not | 


eqratly to all. Oar Lord sai}, 
Ja vful for meto do whit T will with 
mine own? Fs thine eye evil because | 
ain good 7? (Wart. 29.15 ) 

How, mv nd, does it annear to be 
such an adiens an! doctrine 
as many ae! } represent it, for God ev- 
en ‘before the ‘onndation of the world,’ 
to “(4 ase to save some of tiose apastate 
enilty rebels, who deserve nothing but 
“the tl ieknoss of darkness forever’ — 
Conld we have charged God with injus- 
tiee if none of the hu nan fimily had 
heen saved: if he had dealt by them as 
he did by the apostate angeris 

Theat Gol doses save syme and leave 
otners, is eencrally acknowledged : and 
is If not as consistent for Ged to purpose 
to save some and Ieave others. as it is 
for him to save some and leave others ? 
There certainly ean be no more impro- 
priety tn pucpostyg to doa thing, than in 
actually doing it. What henevolent 
heart, deploring the ruins of the apos- 
tary, wont inot :eioice to learn that same 
Perongh the awrtant riches of God's 

ie wonld yet he recov- 

waa old ata if it eannot consist 
with the glory of God to save yu: 

woullttt be no eanse of gratitude and 
praise, to learn that many of your dear- 
est earthly connections, yea ‘a great 
muititnde which Ao man ean number.’ 
will be reveemedand broneht to heaven? 
if God purpose to save one individnal, 
is 1f nota worthy, a glorions purpose ? 
An! does it not adda beighter Instre ta 
the charreter of Jehovah, than if ne had 
never purposed to sav» any, which all 
mist acknowledge would have been 
just ? 

It isnot so much becanse God has e- 
le ‘t dsome to salvation that the doc- 
trne is opposed as hecanse he has not 
elected all. Wicked men have far grea- 
ter diffienities about non-election than 
about election It is presumed there ix 
no. an individual opposer of «lection, 
but would rejoice exceedingly, to know 
that Go! had onrnosed to save him.— 
Thon” all are not elected, yet i* he 
could know for certainty that he was e- 
lected, be never would openly eppose 


detestahle 


| this doctrine any ynore; but wonld 
greatly rejoice in this purpose of God to 
make him forever happy. 

ifsome are to be saved and some lost, 
it certainly is desirable that God should 
make the selection. No other being is 
so capahte of doing tins, as he who is in- 
finite in knowledge and wisdom. 

The doctrine of election is a glorious 
doe'rine. [t ws worthy of its divine au- 
thor. It lays the only passible fonnda- 
tion of hone for one of the family of 
man. If God bad not elected some to 
silvation, all must have been in the 
same condition with the non-eleet. Said 
Christ, ‘ye have pot chosen me, but I 
have chosen you.’ Ifthe enemies of e- 
lection could overhrow this doetrine, 
they would damn a world by a single 
stroke. 

Thus, dear sit] have coneluded what 
PT have tos ’. on this very 
important subje it be pern- 
sed with that cancdouP™ind meekness 
which become a serious inquirer atter 
truth, and serve t6 afford you some 
light, respreting one of the most inter- 
esting and consoling doctrines of revela- 
ton: [shall consider my labour in wri- 
ting this long letter, amnly repaid.— 
May ‘the spirit of truth guide you inte 
all truth.’ 

lam, dear sir, with respect and es- 
‘eem, your sintere friend. 







B. K. 
Sr eQour 
For the Utiea Christian Repository. 
The A’ rihamic Covenant, the grand 
Ch: rier of Messiah's kingdom. 
FXTRACT fV. 

The foundation of this throne and 
kingdom of the Son of Man being 
laid in the original promise, that the 
seed of the woman should bruise the 
serpen °s head,and the glorious pur- 
pose to be accomplished embraced 
in-the covenant with Abraham ; it 
was consequently more and more 
explicitly unfolded in the subsequent 
history of that coveuant and the pro- 
gression of providential events, till 
at length it was clearly brought forth 
and expressly made known in the 
covenant of rovalty established with 
the house of David, and distinctly 
ratified by the great seal of the ort- 
ginal covenant. 

In the light reflected from the A- 
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srahamic covenant, the discerning | COV ennat is notified hy repeated de- 


eye of Jacod could dise ver that S11 \ 
lok should come, an! take the suc- 
cession of the royal tribe of Judah, ! 
and gather undcr his dominion the | 
people from their wide dispersions. | 
lyn the same licht al-o Moses could 
ascertain that the predicted Shiloh | 
should, like himself, be a prophet and |, 
Mediator, as well as ruler to the peo- 
le. From the same fountain of 
light, a heav enly ray enabled - ch 
ariah to foresee that a branch should | 
grow up from the Abrahamic vine, | 
who should build the temple of the 
Lord. and should bear the glory, 
and should sit and rule upen his | 
throne, and_in his two-fold office of 
Priest and King, should med a‘e & 
carry into effect thatgreat covenant 
of peace, intimated to Adam, and | 
more fully recognized in the cove- 
nant with Abrahai n. The same 
light also led the mind of others to | 
trace the rise of this branch of righ- | 
fevusness through the lineage of Jes | 
e and David, and conducted their |, 
ooaia ta eye forward till they be 
held him take the throne of his fa 
ther David, to reign and pi ‘osper, 
and execute judgment and justice 
in the earth. Under his reign they 
perceived that Judah should be sa 
ved, and Israel dweil safely; and | 
that this glorious King, so different 
from any “that ever sw ayed sceptre | 
on earth, would be known by this 
endearing appellation—* The Lord 
our righteousne $s.” 
But as the light of Messiah’s king- | 
dom, which shoe with comparative- 


from the Abrahamic covenant, was 
definitely brough: forth and clearly | 
exhibited in the covenant of royal- 


ty ratified to David, and as the heht | 
from this luminous fountain shone yt 


in the schools of the prophets; so, 
in order to pursue intelligtbly thetr | 
path, it 1s needful to ta ike a distinct | 
view of this royal essence of the || 
Abrahamic covenant. 

The express stipulation of this 


| is hence 
' and sometimes the kingdom of hea- 
‘ven, because the 


| aleve, 


i That ( hrist the Messiah, 
ly, but feeble and indistinct rays | 
. in favour 


clarations of Jehovah. in the follow- 


ing most soiemn affirmations: «[ 


have made a covenant with ay cho- 
sen, Ihave sworn unto David my 
ser vant—Thy seed will L establish 
forever, and build up thy throne to 
all generations. Once have Il sworn 
by my holiness, that [ will not lie 
unto David. His seed shall endure 
forever, and his throne as the -on 
before me. It shali be es‘ablished 
forever as the moon. My covenaut 
ehh; 1] stand fust with him. His st ed 
will i make to endure forever, and 
his throne as the duys of | 
The Loid bath sworn in truth ante 
David: He will not turn from it— 
Of the fruit of thy body will Eset 
on thy throne 

In this most exphcit and sslemn 
manner is the th irone and kingdom 


Cavell <— 


| of God’s most gracious and ever- 


lasting covenant confirmed and ra- 
tified te David in favour of his i- 
lustrious seed. And because it is 
thus constituted by the covenant 
counsel and solemn oath of Gad, it 
called the kingdom of God 3 


whole purpose, 
plan & design of it originated in hea- 
ven, & also because it is so entirely 
frow all the king- 

doms of this world) And as Chrisf, 
'the Messiah, is the covenant Head, 
‘the anointed King, and appointed 


| Mediator of this kingdom, it 1s also 
| with propriety, called the kingdom 


| of Christ, or Messiah’s kingdom. 
is in 
truth that illustrious seed of David, 
of whom the covenant 
charter of this kingdom was ratifi- 
| ed by Jehovah in the solemn man- 
ner we have seen, is fully ascertai- 
ned by the infallible witnesses of 
| the New Testament. The apostle 
| Peter testifies that David was a pro- 
phet, and therefore knew that God 
had sworn unto him with an oath, 
} that of the fruit of his loins, accord- 
| ing to the flesh, He would raise up 
~ Christ to sit on his throne. 
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This eventful reign of the Son of 
man, the second Adam, on the co- 
venanted throne of his glory, will, 
as was observed, be the consumma- 
tion of that glorious establishment 
of Jerusalem, contemplated in the 
text. Toward this glorious reign, 
aud kingdom of the Messiah, the 
saints and prophets of old, held the 
eye of their faith continually direc- 
ted. In this faith they died, not 
having received the accomplishment 
of the promise as yet, but seeing it 
afar off, they embraced it, and con 
fessed, that in comparative view 
of the blessings and_ privileges 
to be enjoyed at the fulfilment of 
the covenant promise in this glori- 
ous reign and kingdom of their 
Messiah, they were but strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth, and even 
in the land of promise. Their at 
tention was excited, and their minds 
were led to search diligently what 
things, and what time the Spirit of 
Christ in them did signify, when it 
testified the previous sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory of his reign 
and kingdom that shoula follow. 

This glorious establishment of Je 
rusalem, and of the throne and 
kingdom of the Immanuel, Son of 
David, was the great and leading 
theme of prophetic inspiration.— 
Copiously they descanted on the va- 
rious particulars comprised in the 
grand mystery of this new covenant- 
ed kingdom of God. The light beam- 
ing from the covenant oath and pro- 
mise of God, led them on, illumined 
their path, and directed their way. 

Lighting a lamp at the same altar, 
Jet us a moment pursue their track. 
The evangelic Isaiah throws for- 
ward his prophetic eye to the birth, 
to the cross, & thence to the estab 
lishment of the covenanted throne 
of this illustrious seed of David.— 
“Unto us a child is born—unto us 
a son is given ;” and his name shall 
be called, Wonderful, Counsellor, 
the mighty God, the everlasting Fa- 
ther, the Prince of Peace.”? And 


notwithstanding the prophet foresaw 
Him “led as a lamb to the slaugh- 
ter,” yet he testified that the yo- 
vernment should be on his shoul- 
der, and of the increase of his go- 
vernment and peace there should be 
no end ; upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order it, 
and to establish it with judgment 
and with justice, from henceforth, 
even forever. Looking forward to 
the eventful period of this glorious 
reign and righteous judgment of the 
Prince of peace, the Psalmist ex- 
claims, in the extacy of joyous an- 
ticipation —* In his days the righ- 
teous shall flourish, and abundance 
of peace, so long as the moon en- 
dureth. - He shall have the domin- 
ion also, from sea to sea, and from 
the river to thé ends of the earth. 
They that dwell in the wilderness, 
shall bow before Him, and his ene- 
mies shal] lick the dust. Yea, all 
kings shall fall down before Him; 
all nations shall serve Him. His 
enemies shall be clothed with shame; 
but upon himself shall his crown 
flourish.”” Ezekiel also, beheld the 
glory of this “ mighty God of Jacob 
coming from the way of the east, with 
a voice like the sound of many wa- 
ters, and the earth shined with his 
glory. And 1 heard him speaking 
unto me,” says the prophet, “and 
He said, Son of man! The place 
of my throne, and the place of the 
soles of my feet, where 1 will dwell 
in the midst of the children of Is- 
rael forever; and my holy Name 
shall the house of Israel no more 
defile.” The greatly beloved Dan- 
iel had the prophetic eye of his 
mind carried forward to behold the 
great coronation day of this illus- 
trious seed of David, and describes 
actual investiture with the throne 
and glory of his promised kingdom. 
He “saw in the night visions, and 
behold, One like the Son of man 
came with the clouds of heaven, 
and he came to the Ancient of days, 
and they brought him near before 
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Him ; and there was given him do- 
minion, and glory, and a kingdom, 
that all people, nations and langua- 
ves should serve him.” This coro- 
nation act being completed, it was 
distinctly proclaimed, that “ His do- 
minion was an everlasting dominion 
which should not pass away, and his 
kingdom that which should not be 
destroyed.” The great voices of 
joy, aad praise, and thanksgiving, 
that were elevated in heaven on 
this most glorious occasion, were 
heard by the prophetic ear of St. 
John, saying, “ The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of his Christ; and he 
shall reign forever and ever.” 
Although this illustrious Moble- 
man is now, and has been for a con- 
siderable time, gone tnto a far coun- 
try (as he said) :n order to receive 
the due investiture of the kingdom, 
power and glory of his promised 
reign, so that for a little while, as he 
termed it, we see him not; yeta 
gain a little while, and we shall see 
him. For it is abundantly ascer- 
tained and confirmed by the united 
voice of prophets and apostles, and 
also by the testimony of the angels 
of heaven, and even by the word of 
Christ himself, that He will certain- 
ly return to take upon his own 
shoulder, the government of this 
covenant-built and blood purchased 
kingdom, and to sit and reign in 
truth and righteousness on this pro- 
mised throne of his glory in the Ta- 
bernacle of his father David, exer- 
cising his appointed and covenanted 
ofice of righteous judgment with 
respect to both the living & the dead. 
All these great things and won- 
erful events, concurring in that 
glorious establishment of Jerusa- 
lem, contemplated in the text, will 
render it an era, important and in- 
teresting far beyond the utmost 
stretch of the dark and feeble con- 
ception of the human intel!ect in its 
present depressed condition. 
How urgent, then, the duty, and 


ee — 
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how precious the privilege, present- 
ed in the text to all the friends of 
Zion, to unite in fervent supplica- 
tion, and in all appropriate, co op- 
erating exertions for the speedy ac- 
complishment of the covenant prom- 
ise in this glorious establishment of 
Jerusalem and of Messiah’s king- 
dom. 

Go then, “ ve that make mention 
of the Lord, keep not silence, and 
give Him no rest, till He establish, 
and till He make Jerusalem a praise 
in the earth.”? NEBO. 


For the Utica Chrisuan Repository. 
ON THE FEAR OF GOD. 

The following remarks will have 
respect chiefly, to that fear of the 
Divine Being which is of a truly ho- 
ly, religious character.—It is propo- 
sed, 

I. To point out the nature of 
this fear. And, 

Il. To show the importance of 
possessing tt. 

Perhaps there is nosubject connec- 
ted with that of religion, which is more 
frequently mentioned among chris- 
tians, in their prayers, in their pub- 
lic discourses, and in private con- 
versation, than the fear of God. Still 
there isscarcely any religious subject 
which is so little understood. Few 
have attempted to canvass it in a 
close and critical manner; and those 
who have made the attempt, have 
found it invested with great, if not 
insuperable difficulties. On our 
first approach to the subject, one of 
these difficulties presents itself— 
«Of what,” says the pious humble 
creature who loves God with all his 
heart, “of what am I to be afraid ? 
What have I to fear from my recon- 
ciled Father? He will never de- 
stroy me—never injure me. I know 
in whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he will keep what I 
have committed to him against that 
day.” Presuming that this, and 
perhaps other difficulties, have ari- 
gen from incorrect notions respec- 
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ting the nature of the subject, [ pro- 
ceed to point out in what the fear of 
— consists. And, 
It cannot consist in any aver- ] 
Pe towards him. Towards such 


things as we fear, we usually feel a || 
strong aversion. If we fear a fit of 


sickness, we are aversetoit. If we| 
fear death, we are averse tuit. Or if | 
we fear an enemy, we entertain an 

aversiun towards him. But those | 
why fear God ina holy, religious | 
manner, dv not regard him with a- || 
version. So far from this, they look | 


up to him with supreme affection 
and delight. 

9. The fear of God does not con- 
sist in any appreheusion of dauger 
from him. in other cases where 
we luduige fear, we commonly are 
apprehei isive of danger. If we fear 
to sin, We appre hend d anger vf siu- 
ning. Or if we fear any evil, we 
cousider ourselves in dan iger uf fee 
ling it. But those who truly fear I 
God, do not feel as though they were | 
in any danger troim him. Lhe ho 

| 
| 


ly ‘lah i ame of heaven, who are 
confirmed in glory aud in bliss, fear 
their Maker tm the most reverent 
manner. . But they certainly are in | 
no danger froin hun, nor dues their || 
fear consist in any such apprehen 
sions. Nether, 

Dves the fear of God consist 
in a fear of offe nding him. This 
seems to be the e opiniva of im: any.— 
They represent that fear of the Di- 
vine Being which is dutiful and ho 
ly, as neither more nor less than a 
fear of offending himn—a fear of sin. |! | 

| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


But obviously, this is not the case. | 
A tear of sin, and a fear of God; a} 
fear of the greatest possible evil and | 
of the oreatest possible good; the 
one lunp slying the strongest aversion, 
aud the other a supreme affection, 
cannot with any consistency be re- 
garded as the same 3 | 
But if the fear of God does not || 
consist in any of these things, in | 
what does it consist? This leads | 
me to observe, i 


| 


‘all 


‘infinite Creator, 
| strictness, be denominated a fear of 


| Stances, 
allied to that emotion of sulglimit 
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4. That the foundation or essence 
of it inust be holy love. Holy dis. 
interested love, lies at the founda. 
tion of every holy affection, ie 
exerci.e of holiness—every act 
duty, let its name and form be w hat 
they may, is at bottom, an exercise 
of love. This, then, must be the 
case with that holy ex ercise of which 
we are treating. All who traly fea 
God love hin = Their very exercise 
of fear is esseutially an exercise of 
love. 

But though all true fear is love, 

love is notfear. Saints, no 
doubt, have numerous exercises of 
holiness, of love, in regard to their 
which cannot in 
him. ft must therefore be added, 

5. That an emotion of awe or re- 


'verence, in view of the maguificent 


and awful perfections of God, al- 


| ways enters into a fear of him 


‘This emotion, of itself, is not of a 
moral nature. It is a constitutional 
fecling, which in certain circun- 
cannot be repressed. It is 


or grandeur, which is felt in con 
templation of the m: irnificent workg 
of nature. It will be felt by every 


child of Adam, who entertains any 
‘thing like an adequate sense of th 


infinite and awful perfections of the 
Deity. When our minds are in 
pressed with a view of God, as on 
who fills immensity with his pre 
sence—who looks all through th 
most distant parts of the univers 
with a single glance of his eye 

who made, | upholds, and governs the 


_worlds by his power—who can das 


them in pieces or consume them | 
his anger—who derides the rage 0 


‘his boldest enemies, and is movil 
‘in the plenitude of his perfectie! 
'and the greatness of his strength 


towards the final consummation ¢ 
all his designs ; when, in short, wé 
reflect what God i is, we have, 1 
Spite of us, an emotion of awe, ° 
grandeur, of reverence, In view ¢ 


aa ———— ee 


— a 


Ci 
hh 








ice 
lig. 
ida. 
ery 
, of 
rhat 
Cise 
the 
hich 
fear 
Cise 


e of 


ove, 
no 
s of 
heir 
rT oan 
ur of 
“dl, 
r re- 
cent 
al: 
i= 
of r 
onal 
un: 
It is 
mits 
con 
ork 
very 
ant 
~ th 
f the 
it 
; on 
pre 
th 
yersd 
ye 
¢ the 
las 
am | 
p 
vine 
ctio! 
ngth 
oT 0 
t, we 


of him. This emotion, connected 
with a heart of opposition to God, 
constitutes much of what has been 
denominated slavish fear; but this 
same emotion, connected with holy 
love to God, constitutes an holy fil- 
ial fear. It is such a fear as is felt, 
at times, and in a measure by saints 
en earth, and is felt constantly, and 
‘in vastly higher degrees, by all the 
blest above. 

‘That this is a correct description 
of the fear of God, is evident, we 
think, from the experience of all 
christians. When is it that chris- 
tians are most sensible of that affec- 
tion, which is distinctively denomi- 


nated holy fear? Is it not when 
contemplating the sublimer & more | 


awful attributes of their heavenly 
Father, and when impressed with 
emotions of awe and reverence to- 
wards him? And is it not usually in 
situations the most favorable to such 
contemplations and impressions ?>— 
The pious eontemplative christian, 
who loves God with all his heart, 
walks abroad, for instance, in a star- 
ry evening. While he admires the 
magnificence and glory of the scene, 


he cannot resist emotions such as | 
have been described, in regard to | 


that infinite and awful Being, who 


sits upon the circuit of the heavens | 


—whose wisdom planned, whose 
counsel directs, whese power up- 
holds and governs all. ‘The mo- 
ment these emotions begin to impress 
him, his former mild and complacent 
affections become holy fear. He 
says, “Great art thou, and greatly 
to be feared, and to be had in rever- 
ence of all the creatures that thou 
hast made.”? Most christians, it is 
believed, are sensible of similar feel- 
ings in a storm of thunder. The 
terrifying grarideur of the scene im- 
presses them with their own little- 
ness, and fills them with %we and 
reverence for that eternal Being, 
who rolls his thunder through the 
heavens, and darts his lightnings as 
he pleases. These irrepressible emo- 
Ss 
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tions, connected with exencises of 
love, constitute an holy fear of God. 
The adoring child looks up to his 
awful Father and exclaims, “ Who 
would not fear thee, O King. of na- 
tions! for thou only art holy, and 
thy judgments are made manifest.” 
It is not pretended that these and 
similar situations are the only ones 
in which the fear of God is exercis- 
ed ; but it is believed that a contem- 
plation of the sublimer, grander at- 
tributes of the Deity is essential to 
the existence of this affection, and 
that in situations the most favorable 
to such eontemplations, holy fear 
will be the most sensibly felt. 
It appears from all which has been 
said, that the fear of God should be 
regarded as a complex affection. So 
far as it is of a moral nature, it con- 
sists in love; but this love is con- 
nected in the mind with a naturab 
emotion, a constitutional feeling, of 
awe, of reverence, in view of the in- 
1 finite and awful perfections of the 
Supreme Being. I proceed, 





II. 'To shew the importance of 
| that religious affection, the nature 
of which has now been described. 
And, 
| 1. The fear of God is important, 
| because it is proper. It is such an 
| exercise as becomes us, in view of 
|| our infinite and awful Creator. If, 
| according to the Psalmist, the hea- 
| Vens were made by the word of the 

Lord, and all the host of them by 
the breath of his mouth”—if, when 
“he spake, it was done,” and when 
“he commanded, it stood fast;’’ 
= all the earth ought to fear the 
| 





Lord, and all the inhabitants of the 
world to stand in awe of him.” If, 
according to the prophet, God will 
one day “put on vengeance for 
clothing, and be clad with zeal as 
a cloak”—if he “will repay fury 
to his adversaries, and recompence 
to his enemies;” it well becomes 
them to “fear his name from the 
west, and his glory from the ri- 
ising sun.” If, according to the de~ 
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claration of our Saviour, God is able 

not only to kill the body, but “ to 

destroy beth body and soul in hell ;” 

it is proper we should be forewarned 

especially to “fear him.” And "iI 
according to the apostle, “ our God 

is a consuming fire ;” it is proper 
he should be served “ with reverence | 
and godly fear.” 

2. The fear of the Lord is impor 
tant, because it is scriptural. ‘That 
benevolent Spirit who indicted the 
scriptures, has never enjoined one 
duty which was not important. That 
he has enjoined the one we are con 
sidering, with so much frequency 
and solemnity, is evidence of its pe- 
culiar importance. It would exhaust 
the patience of the reader, were I to 
quote one half of the passages, in 
which we are commanded to fear 
the Lord. “ What,” says Moses to 
the children of Israel, “doth the 
Lord thy God require of thee, but to 
fear the Lord thy God, and to walk 
in his ways, and to love him with all 
thy heart?’ “Now therefore,” 
says Joshua to the Israelites with his 
dying breath, “ fear the Lord, and 








“ Only fear the Lord,” says Samuel, 
“and serve him with all your heart.” 
The Psalmist exclaims, “ O fear the 
Lord, ye his saints; for there is 
no want to them that fear him.’— 
“Fear God,” says the wise man, 
“and keep his commandments ; for 
this is the whole duty of man.”— 
* Fearhim,” says our Saviour, “who, 
after he hath killed, hath power to 
cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, 
fear him.” : And to add no more, 
the angel who was seen “ flying thro’ 
the midst of heaven, having the ever- 
lasting gospel to preach to them who 
dwell on the earth,” cried with a 
loud voice and said, “ Fear God, and 


give glor# to him; for the hour of | 


his judgments is come.”” This con- 
tinued frequency with which the 
fear of God is enjoined in the scrip | 
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| 
serve him in sincerity and 


3. The fear of God is important, 
because it is most happy in its in- 
fluence. It leads those who pos- 
sess it to hate and forsake sin, and 
quickens and strengthens them in 
the practice of holiness. Simply the 
love of God is a powerful principle 
of obedience. Those who love him 
will keep his commandments. But 
when this love is connected in the 
mind with an emotion of awe or re- 
verence for the Divine character, 
aud thus becomes an holy fear of 
God, the motive in favor of obedi- 
ence is greatly strengthened. The 
emotion of which we have here spo- 
ken, even when connected with an 
unreconciled heart, and thus becom- 
ing a servile slavish fear—even this 
'f.ar has aften influenced persons to 
yield an external obedience to the 
Divine commands. It influenced 
Herod todo many things. It made 
Felix tremble and promise reforma- 
tion. Andin ten thousand instances 
since, it has produced similar ef- 
fects. Butif this emotion can do se 
much when connected with a wick- 
ed heart, what can it not do when 
connected with a holy heart? Be- 
coming in this connexion a holy, fi- 
lial fear of God, its influence must 
be great on all who are the subjects 
of it, leading them away from sin, 
‘and pressing them forward in their 
journey to heaven. Accordingly it 
‘is said, “ By the fear of the Lord, 
| men depart from evil.” And saints 
_are exhorted to be “ perfecting holi- 
ness in the fear of God.” 

The fear of God is figuratively 
used in scripture, to signify the 
whole of evangelical obedience.— 
Without doubt it is thus used, be- 
cause the literal fear of God has so 
powerful an influence to produce 
the whole of evangelical obedience. 

4. The fear of God is important, 
because it is pleasant to the soul — 
It deserves, perhaps more than any 
other grace of the christian, to be 


tures, 1s sufficient evidence of its | denominated sublimely joyful. in 
great importance. 
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the exercise of holy fear, the saint is | of heaven. We feel as celestial spi- 
of course under the sweetening sanc_ || rits feel, and are growing in a meet- 
tilying influence of Divine love. As || ness for their sublime employments, 
this latter grace diffuses itself, it || and everlasting joys. 


stills every rising thought and feel- REFLECTIONS. 
ing, and hushes the soul into a holy 1. In view of the remarks which 


calm. In this situation, it is prepar- || have been made, we may learn the 
ed for the most delightful contem- || precise difference between sinners 
plations of the greatness, majesty, || and saints. It is not always this, 
and glory of God. The saint looks || that the one class fear God, and the 
up to his heavenly Father, as not on || other do not; for sinners commonly 
ly alovely, bat an awful Being; e || have a fear of God. They may have 
motions of reverence and awe are | the same natural emotions of awe, in 
excited in his mind; and with a | View of his infinite and awful per- 
happiness indescribable he exclaims, || fections, which saints have. But in 
« Who is like unto thee, O Lord, a- the minds of saints, these emotions 
mong the gods? Who ts like unto | are connected with a heart of love, 
thee? glorious in holiness, fearful | and constitute a holy, filial fear ; 
in praises, doing wonders? Let all || while in the minds of sinners, they 
the earth fear the Lord ; let all the || are connected with a heart of enmi- 
inhabitants of the world standin awe || ty, and constitute a servile, slavish 
of him.”’ |fear. The difference therefore be- 

5. The fear of the Lord is impor- tween these two classes of persons 
tant; because in the exercise of it || lies essentially in their hearts. The 
are feelings are assimilated to those | one loves, the other hates; the one 
of heaven. It is emphatically true of || submits, the other is unreconciled. 





———— 


the holy inhabitants of heaven, that This difference in the hearts of saints 
they fear God. ‘They behold him in || and sinners, gives a totally different 
some measure as he is. They be- || character to their fears of the Su- 
hold his glory “ face to face.” ~Ev- || preme Being. The fears of the one 
ery perfection and attribute which is 
calculated, either to fill the heart 
with love, or to swell the seul with 
emotions of reverence and awe, is 
unveiled before them. Accordingly 
they are represented as being pecu- | 
liarly under the influence of holy | 
fear. The beloved John heard a 


class are those of an affectionate du- 
tiful child ; those of the other are the 
fears of a trembling, but hostile and 
rebellious slave. 
2. Those persons, whom the scrip- 
tures represent as having “ no fear 
| of God before their eyes,”’ give evi- 
dence of the last stages of depravi- 
voice coming out from the throne, | ty. Some sinners seem to be des- 
and saying, “ Praise the Lord, all ye || titute of any fear of God. They 
his saints, and ye that fear him, both | have not even a slavish fear. By 
small and great.” it ts in the ex- | long continued and daring trans- 
excise of this fear, that glorified spi- || gression, they seem to have 60 sti- 
rits veil their faces before the throne fled the capabilities of their nature, 
of their Father, & cast their crowns | that a sense of the magnificent and 
at his sovereign feet. It is in the || awful perfections of Jehovah no lon- 
° = ° 2 | é ‘ 
exercise of the same sublime affec- || ger fills their souls with awe. They 
tion, that they cry, one to another, | hate Ged, but they do not fear him. 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God || They wantonly rebel against him, 





of hosts, the whole earth is full of his | and can persist in it without any a- 
glory.”’ Ut is therefore in the exer- || larming apprehensions. Such per- 
cise of holy fear, that our feelings 
are most nearly assimilated to those 


sons are delivered from all salutary 
lrestraints. They give themselves 
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ihe utmost latitude; are capable of 
any thing; and furnish melancholy 
evidence of a “ reprobate mind.” 

3. Let all our readers study to 
maintain a holy, filial fear of God. 
This is such an affection as becomes 
us in view of our great Creator. It 
is one which he has constantly en- 
joined on us in his word. It is one 
which will exert a most happy influ- 
ence on every part of our characters. 
It will stimulate us to obedience, 
strengthen us against temptation, 
and deter us from sin. It is one 
which will greatly promote our hap- 
piness in this life, and will render us 
meet for the everlasting rest of hea- 
ven. “ Let us hear’ then “ the con- 
clusion of the whole matter ;—Fear 
God, and keep his commandments ; 
for this is the whole duty of man.” 


For the Utica Christian Repository. 

On the nature and certainty of the 
connexion between the foreknow- 
ledge and purpose of God. 

The connexion between the di- 
vine foreknowledge and purpose is 
such, that, to whatever event the 
foreknowledge of God extends, to 
that event extends his purpose also. 
Whatever is known to the Divine 
mind is accompanied by evidence.— 
Now it appears to be a truth as ra- 
tional and selfevident as any truth 
whatever, that nothing buz a design 
of God can be an evidence that a fu- 
ture event will infallibly take place. 
It is an unquestionable fact, that 
God is the source of all power. And 
unless we suppose that the Creator 
of the universe has given to his cre- 


ation the faculty of se/fexvistence, 


this creation, whether it be rational 
or irrational, must be subject to cer- 
tain laws of action adapted to its na- 
ture ; and whatever these laws are, 
it will be granted, that they are the 
result of a design in him who estab- 
lished them ; and that he,who causes 
them to operate and produce their le- 
gitimate effects, destgus they should 


so operate & produce those effects : 
for example ; the revolutions of the 


| planets are regulated by certain 


laws, which were designed to exert 
just such an influence on these pla- 
nets as they actually do exert.— 
Mankind are subject to the influence 
of motives—and of that particular 
class of motives, which God has a- 
dapted to the nature of rational be- 
ings. ‘The very nature of the case, 
viz. that created things are depend- 
ent, renders it an obvious truth, that 
no species of dependent action (and 
it is a contradiction in terms, to 
speak of any other action among de- 
pendent things} no such action can 
exist, unless he, who formed the a- 
gent, designs it should exist. The 
nature of this dependence may be 
and indeed is different, in different 
parts of creation. But because the 
nature of this dependence is differ- 
ent, does it follow that God has no 
design in regard to one part of de- 
pendent action as well as another ? 
The dependence of man and his ac- 
countability are undeniable, though 
mysterious facts: but a fact is not 
the less true for being mysterious. 
If then the design of God extends 
to all the works and operations of 
nature, this design is an evidence to 
the divine mind, by which all future 
events are foreknown. But if God 
has no design that a supposed future 
event shall happen, he will not give 
efficiency to any cause, which will 
produce the event, and therefore the 
event will not happen. For, by the 
supposition, secondary causes are 
not self existent ; and God has no 
design that any cause sliould exist, 
and of course the event will not 
happen. It follows, therefore, that 
if God foreknows an event, the evi- 
dence of that knowledge can exist 
only in the divine purpose. The 
knowledge of God,therefore,involves 
a purpose also. 

It is however admitted by some, 
that God foreknows a man’s actions, 
while it is denied, that this fore- 
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knowledge involves a design that 
those actions should be performed. 
But this is saytng in effect, that the 
moral acts of men Gv in no manner 
depend upon the divine will. But 
this is as contrary to the dictates of 
unperverted reason as to say that 
the existence of the earth was in no 
manner dependent on the divine 
will. The question is, how does God 
foreknow the moral acts af men r— 
The fact, who doubts f The iiquiry 
concerns the evidexce of the fact.— 
The absurdity of supposing the wnind 
(o possess a self-determining power 
has been demonstrated in a well 
known “ Treatise on the Will.’?— 
We will begin, therefore, by saying, 
that the mind can act only in view 
of motives ; and is entirely controll 
ed by them. It being also an un- 
questionable fact that the influence 
which these motives exert on the 
mindis not self-existent, but depends 
on the connexion, w hich God himself 
has established, and, of course, de- 
signs should exist, it follows, that 
the effect which motives produce on 
the mind is such an effect as God 
designed should be produced, It 
this is denied, then one of these two 
positions must be taken, viz. that 
God has mo design in regard to the 
effect which these motives produce ; 
or, that he designs they should pro- 
duce a different effect from that 
which they do produce. This last 
position, it will doubtless be grant- 
ed, is an absurd one. But if God 
has no design that they should pro- 
duce an effect, from whence have 
they the power of producing it ? For 
secondary causes are utterly pow- 
lf, therefore, 
they are effectual, it is the will of 
God they shou/d be. But if God 
does design, that the mind should be 
influenced by motives of ene kind or 
another, he designs it should be in- 
lluenced by such motives, as are a- 
dapted to produce an effect on pre 
cisely such a being. And whatever 
the effect is, it being such an effect 








as those motives by which he is in- 
fluenced, are adapted to produce, it 
is sach an effect as God designs 
should be produced. For it is God 


himself who has constituted the con- 


nexion between motives, and the 
acts of the mind. The position, 
therefore, that God has no desig 
that motives should produce the ef- 
fect, which they do actually pro- 
duce, cannot be supported. The 
only remaining posit:on is, that God 
does design that they : :ould produce 
precisely such an effect as they do 
produce. Since, therefore, every 
moral act of man arises from some 
motive, and since Gud has establish- 
ed the connexion between the mind 

and motives, he destgvs the perform- 


ance of every moral act, which is 


performed. ‘And if this is denied, 
we are also driven to the absurd po- 
sition, that although God designs 
that this connexion, between the 
mind and motives should be univer- 
sal,and thus extend to every act, yet 
he does not design that this connex- 
ion shall exist in a single instance. 
it is proved therefore, that all events, 
in the natural and moral world, are 
subject to the controul of causes, 
which operate according to the de- 
sign of God. And if no effect is 
self-existent, all secondary causes 
would have no existence, unless God 
designed they should exist, the de- 
sign of God is the only evidence that 
any future event will happen — 
Whatever event, therefore, is fore- 
known, with the foreknowledge of 
this event is involved a purpose al- 
SO. G. 
> SQ oe 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
ON THE RIGHTCOUSNESS OF BELIEVERS. 
(Concluded from page 291.) 

On the subject of Christ’s taking 
our law place, I wish to make a few 
more remarks. [ am not certain 
that I understand what Silvanus 
means by it. I hove a writer be- 
fore me, whose view of it seems 
more intelligible. He says, « While 
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the Mediator was in the world, he 
reiidered a perfect active obedience 
to the moral law, as the expanded 
covenant of works, in the room and | place in respect to obedience: be- 
stead of all those persons whom the || cause. in ©. der to obey the law for 
Father gave him to be redeemed ; us, he inust be one who was not re- 
and this righteousness is reckoned |) quired to obey it for himself ; er he 
to all believers for their justification |, must be capable of rendering a dou- 
and adoption by the Father, as a /e- || ble obedience—he must be capable 
gal, perfect, and meritorious cause || of loving God with all his heart for 
of the same.” “ He endured in his | himself, & then, over & above’ that, 
sufferings ever unto death, the pen- || of loving God with all his heart for 


take eur law place in respect to the 
| penal’y 3 though, even then, I can- 
i not see 


how he could take our law 
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ality of the violated law, in the 
place of all who were given to him 
by the Father to be redeemed; so 
that all the sins of believers, past, 
present and to come, were legally 
punished in him, to the full satis- 
faction of divine justice.” “ The 
Father justifies every one of the e- 
lect, in consequence of the perfect 
vicarious righteousness of Christ, 
which is tnputed to the believer, 
because by the mystical union it has 
actually become his righteousness 
according to covenant.” “ None 
can be pronounced by the judicial 
sentence of God to be just, but those 
that are perfectly just ; and righte- 
ousness can be reckoned or imputed 
to none but to those that possess it.”’ 
All this, I think, is plain. And if 
these are not the views of Silvanus, 
I hope he will point out the differ- 
ence, and show why these conclu- 
sions do not follow from his premi- 
ses. This writer evidently consid- 
ers the law as capable of being ful 

filled by another in our room ; and 
that fulfilment by another is capa 

ble of being reckoned the same as if 
we had fulfilled it ourselves. When 
the law says, “ Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart,” 
he understands it to mean, “ Thou 
shait love, or some other shall love 
in thy room.” And when it says, 
« The soul that sinneth, it shall die,” 
he understands it to mean, “ The 
soul that sinneth shall die, or some 
other shall die in its place.’ Now, 


if this is a correct interpretation of 


the law. I can see how Christ could 


us. Silvanus grants, that Christ was 
bound to yield perfect obedience to 
the law for himself. Will he show 
me, then, how he could yield an obe- 
dience more than perfect; and if he 
could not, how could he yield any 
obedience for us? 

As to Christ’s suffering the penal- 
ty of the law for us, Silvanus quotes 
the text, Gal. 3. 13, “ Christ hath re- 
deemed us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us.’ And 
then says, “ Does not the apostle 
here evidently represent the redeem- 
ed as being freed from the curse or 
penalty of the law, by means of 
Christ’s bearing it fur them?’ He 
does think, then, that Christ suffer- 
ed the penalty of thelaw. Will Sil- 
vanus tell me what was the penalty 
of the law? Was it mere tcmpo- 
ral death? Believers now suffer 
that, as well as others. Was it spi- 
ritual death? What is that? Spi- 
ritual death is sin. Christ did not 
sin. Was the penalty of the law 
eternal death? Did Christ. suf- 
fer eternal death? No. Christ suf- 
fered temporal death in its most 
shameful form. He was made a 
curse, according to the declaration 
of the apostle in the verse above 
quoted, by suffering temporal death 
in this particular mode. “ For it is 
written, cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree.” Will Silvanus 
say, that although Christ did_ not 
suffer eternal death, he suffered that 
which as effectually honored the di- 
vine law, as the suffering of eternal 
death by the sinner? So I say too. 
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But what Christ suffered was not the 
actual penalty of the law, but some- 
thing altogether different. 

I cannot see, therefore, how Christ 
either obeyed the law in our room, 
or suffered its penalty in our room; 
even on the supposition that the law 
admitted of being fulfilled by a sub 
stitute. But 1 cannot yet see what 
authority we have for giving such 
an interpretation to the law, as to 
suppose that it admits of a substi- 
tute. Certainly nothing is said in 
the law itself about a substitute — 
The precept is, “thou shalt love,’’ 
not, that another shall love in thy 
room; and the threatning is, “ the 
soul that sinneth, it shall die,”’ not, 
that another shall die in its room. 

But I have yet another difficulty 
on the subject of Christ’s taking our 
law place. It makes justification a 
leval act, not an act of grace. The 
writer I have quoted above, certain- 
ly represents it in that light, if I can 
understand his language. And it 
appears to me that Silvanus must 
consider it in the same light, if he 
would be consistent with himself.— 
If the law is satisfied in our behalf, 
the law must give us our discharge. 
Silvanus appears to think, that my 
view of the subject destroys the dis- 
tinction between justification by the 
law and justification by fa:th; and 
reasons largely in support of his 
views, from the evident contrast 
which the apostle makes between 
these two ways of justification. In 
this point Silvanus has misunder- 
stood me. I do not believe that 
Christ has come to set aside the old 
law, and introduce a new one, re- 
quiring far less, by obedience to 
which believers obtain a legal justi- 
fication. I do not understand by 
“the righteousness of faith,” that 
faith is that righteousness. When 
| spoke of faith holding the same 
place in the matter of justification 
now, that perfect obedience would 
have held in justification by the mo- 
tal law, I did not mean that faith 
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perfectly fulfils such a new law, just 
as perfect obedience did the old. 
And | think I can see how Silvanus 
has fallen into this misunderstand- 
ing of my meaning. I had said, “in 
a justification by law, righteousness, 
vr perfect obedience to that law, is 
the condition of justification. It was 
simply as a condition that | meant 
to speak of it. Silvanus prebably 
thought that [ meant also to include 
the idea of merit. But I had no 
such intention. In a gospel jus- 
tification faith holds the same place 
that obedience does in a legal justi- 
fication, as far as condition is consi- 
dered. “ Faith is imputed for righ- 
teousness ;” that is, instead of righ- 
teousness being the condition, faith 
is the condition. I do not mean to 
say, there are no points of difference. 
if the ideas of merit and desert are 
brought in, there is some difference. 
Not that a merit of condignity has 
place in either. Perfect obedience 
would not create any claim upon God 
for payment. Neither would faith. 
But perfect obedience would consti- 
tute a merit of congruity ; that is, it 
would render it fit and suitable for 
God to bestow any gratuitous marks 
of approbation upon such obedience. 
And so would faith, as far as it ex- 
tends. It is a holy exercise, and 
“as such the holy God approves of 
it,” and may bestow any marks of 
his approbation that he thinks prop- 
er. Faith, however, does not ex- 
tend so far as perfect obedience. In 
him that has the most fa:th, there is 
something to be forgiven, as well as 
something to be approved. Hence, 
justification by faith must be a gra- 
cious act, while justification by per- 
fect obedience must be a legal act. 
The scheme of Silvanus, however, if 
| understand it, does make justifi- 
cation by faith a legal act. Christ, 
by his obedience and death, has 
wrought out a perfect righteousness 
—this is imputed to us by faith— 
this satisfies the demands of the law 
—and the law grants us our dis- 
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charge. There is grace, indeed, in 
the provision of this righteousness 
for us ; but this provision is not jus- 
tification. The act of providing this 
righteousness, and the act of grant- 
ing a discharge, are perfectly dis- 
tinct acts. The first is an act of 
grace; but there is no grace in the 


| 


| 


mitted, not satisfied. It cannot be 
both satisfied and remitted. When 
it is satisfied, there is no remission 
in the case. My view of the for- 
giveness of sin for Christ’s sake, is 
briefly this: The law requires per- 
fect obedience upon pain of eternal 
death. The great end of the penal- 


other: It is wholly a legal act. It | ty is to show the evil of sin. The 


is Silvanus, therefore, who destroys 
the apostle’s contrast. Itis he who 


temporal death of Christ upon the 
cross made as clear an exhibition of 


makes the gospel justification a jus- || the evil of sin, as would have been 


tification by works. And the only | 


difference is, that the justification of 
one who has obeyed for himself, is a 
justification by his own works, while 
the justification of one for whom 
Christ has obeyed and suffered, is a 
justification by the works of Christ. 
Both are alike justification by the 
law. But I think the scriptures 
elearly teach, that justification is it- 
self an act of grace. 

I have one more difficulty on the 
subject of Christ’s taking our law 
place. It excludes the idea of par- 
don. Iam notable to reconcile these 
two things, that all the demands of 
the law are perfectly satisfied, and 
yet those demands are fully & free- 
y remitted. What would be tho’t 
among men, if we should hear a cre- 
ditor speak,of his having forgiven a 
debt, and taking to himself great 
praise for his clemency in so doing ; 
and on inquiry, should find that he 
had been paid his full demand, by 
the debtor’s surety? What if a hu- 
man government should enact, that 
the punishment of a crime should be 
the death of the criminal or of a sub- 
stitute, would they call it pardon, 
to discharge the criminal, after the 
demand of the law had been inflict- 
ed omhis substitute? Human laws 
do admit of such a substitution in 
the case of debt, & they have some- 
times in the case of crime. But in 
no instance, L think, has it - been 
called pardon. It would be a man- 
ifest perversion of the term. In or- 
aler to a pardon, it is essential that 
the demand of the law should be re- 


made by the eternal death of the sin- 
ner. Christ’s death was not the pen- 
alty of the law, but it answered the 
same great end. The demand of 
the law upon the sinner remains in 
full force. But its end being an- 
swered another way, it is consistent 
with the honor of the law that its 
demand should be remitted to all 
those who believe in Christ. And 
when any do believe in Christ, they 
receive a true and proper forgive- 
ness, a full and free pardon. 

I have said, that I could not see 
how I could adopt the premises and 
the reasoning of Silvanus, and fol- 
low it out into its legitimate conse- 
quences, without coming to the same 
conclusions with Antinomians and 
Universalists; and [ might add, U- 
nitarians teo. Perhaps I ought to 
show how it leads to such conse- 
quences. It is briefly this: If Chrirst 
has satisfied the law for us, it has 
no further demand upon us. It can- 
not demand satisfaction twice over. 
If he has perfectly obeyed for us, 
that alone satisfied its demand, and 
his death was not an atonement for 
sin. &o I must agree with the Uni- 
tarian, in denying the atonement.— 
Again, if Christ has satisfied the law 
for all men, by rendering perfect 
obedience to it in their behalf, it has 
no further demand, and all must be 
discharged by the law. So I must 
agree with the Unitarian Universal- 
ist, who denies the atonement, and 
yet holds to the salvation of all men. 
Again, if the law required satisfac- 
tion twice over, this has been done 
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Expenditures for religious purposes. 


too, according to the scheme I am ' 
opposing: for Christ satisfied it once | 
by obeying its precept, and again by 
sullering its penalty. If the law 
has been satisfied for me by obedi 

ence, it requires no obedience of ine; 
and so [ must be an Antinomian. — 
If he has satisfied it twice over, for 
the elect only, then the elect only 
are freed from its demands. It de 

mands no obedience of them ; it de- 


mands no sufferings of them. They 


must be discharged by the law, un- 
less it demands a third satisfaction 
And all must be discharged, for 


645 


satisfactory to my conscience why I 
who live under the present dispen- 
sation, should not give as much ag 
one who lived under the former, L 
shall feel bound to make as large ap- 
propriations for the benefit of reli- 
gion as he did, which will amount 
to so much as to oblige me to alter 
my plans in worldly affairs. 

R. You may be too scrupulous 
concerning such matters. 

I think not. Iam not aware 
that a person may be tuo desirous to 
keep in the path of his duty. When 
I entered the service of Christ, I 


whom this double satisfaction has || gave myself and all that I had to 
been made SolI must believe the him, without reserve. With respect 
1 


atonement is limited to the elect.—- 


But if I believe that the atonement 
is made for all men, if I believe the || 


scripture, that Christ “ tasted death | 


for every man,”’ then I must be an | 
Antinomian Universalist. 

These are my sober views of the 
reasoning of Silvanus. I do not wish 
to make cavelling objections, nor in- 
dulge in useless speculation. I do 
fear—nay, 1 do believe, that such 
views of the atonement as Silvanus 
advocates, have led multitudes, and 
are daily leading multitudes into all | 
these errors, and are thus involving | 
precious souls in fatal delusions, and | 


drowning them in destruction and | 


AN INQUIRER. 
—ece— 


For the Utica Christian Repository. 


Expenditures of Gentile Christians 
for religious purposes. 


perdition. 


A DIALOGUE BETWEEN Q AND R. 

Q. Have you, neighbor R, noticed 
and considered the question in a late | 
Repository, “ Why should not the | 
Gentiles give as much as the Jews 
for religious and charitable pur- 
poses?” 

R. L observed such a question, but | 
have not thought much upon it since. 
{ considered it a speculative inqui: 
ry of not much practical im portance. 

Q. I view it in quite a different | 
light, for if 1 cannot give reasons | 
T ¢ 





to the property which L then had, 
and should afterwards acquire, I 
promised to appropriate it to such 
uses as [ thought his will required. 
lam daily reading his word, and ob- 
serving the calls of his providence, 
to know what he would have me do. 
Being in the habit of considering the 
calls upon the christian public, by 
benevolent societies, as partly ad- 
dressed to me, and having read an 
account of the expenditures of the 
Jews, and seen the question why 
Gentiles should not do as much as 
they did, I shall not rest satisfied 
until | am able to state the reasons, 
if any there be. 

R tlow much at that rate would 
your proportion amount to? 

Q. For a man like you and me, of 
comparatively a small property, it 
would not be less than two hundred 


' dollars a year. 


R-Oh then it cannot be your du- 
ty to give it. It can’t be that you 
and | are required to do so much 
for religious purposes. Our families 
would suffer. 

Q. Ido not say that Lam yet cer- 
tain that it is. I only want suffi- 
cient reasons to satisfy me that 
Christ does not require me to give 
such a portion, and then I shall have 
in this respect, a “ conscience void 
of offence.” 

R. Well, | can give you one rea- 











Expenditures for religious purposes. 


son, which will, I think, satisfy you || Q. We havea land nearly as good. 
that it is not your duty to give that || One thing which made their land So 
proportion. | productive was the blessing of the 
Q. What is that P B Most High for obedience. When 
R. We live under a less expen- || they rebelled the land brought in but 
sive dispensation. Christ the great || little. At the present day, w when that 
sacrifice has been offered, and there country isin the hands of wicked 
is now no need of burning lambs arid || men, it is not so very productive. It 
bullocks to typify him who was to |] is believed that if our people should 
come. It is not now necessary to|) faithfully serve God, they would be 
endure the expense and fatigue of | blessed in their basket and _ their 
going three or more times a year to || store to a sufficient degree to enable 
worship, but we may worship him at || them to comply with all God’s re- 
home, and at any convenient place || quirements. How much is general- 
in the town in which we live; and |! ly prevented from coming into the 
our ministers will rest satisfied || husbandman’s hand, by droughts, 
without being paid one tenth of our || frosts and insects, which are all un- 
increase, for ‘they do not usually ob- || der the direction of God ? 
tain one quarter of that sum. I was going to say that our privi- 
Q. L have already considered those || leges are greater than those of the 
arguments, and they, for a while, Jews. They had the Old Testament, 
bore’a considerable weight, & made 


but we possess the whole Bible — 
me satisfied with my own present || They had but one copy, it is suppo- 
small donations to the service of 


sed, in each city, which was tran- 
Christ, until a particular thought || scribed for the use of the synagogue, 
came into my mind. 


but we have one or more at a small 

R, What was that? expense for each family. They 

Q. It was this. One thing is re- || looked at spiritual things through 
quired of those who live under che || types and shadows ; we look at them 
present dispensation, which was not |} with comparative dint ness. If we 
demanded of those who lived before || consider benefits as conferring obli- 
Christ came; we are commanded to || gation, it appears that we are ‘bound 
spread religion; they were only to || to do as much as the Jews. 
support it among themselves, Now R. I hope we are thankful for our 
it appears to me ‘that all the expense || privileges, although we do not ex- 
which we save from the support of || pend so much for the benefit of re- 
religion at home we must appropri- ligion as those who lived in former 
ate to spread it abroad. times. 

R. | had not considered that cir- Q. Works are better Feuite of gra- 
titude than words. I have not a ve- 
ry high opinion of that man’s reli- 
v10n who tells of his great thankful- 
ness, and lets the cause of Christ 
suffer for want of aid. Words are 
| cheap things. It is much easier to a 
|: selfish heart to thank God for his 
mercies, and to pray that the hea- 
| then may be converted and saved, 
than it is to part with property as 
means to bring about these ends— 


cumstance. Have you any thing 
more in favor of your opinion P 
Q. Yes. Benefits confer obliga- 
tion. Our privileges are as great, to 
say the least, as those of the Jews. 
The blessing of Abraham, and the 
blessing of being he favored people 
of God, has come u pon the Gentiles. 
We are grafted into the same stock 
from which they were taken, and 
partake of the root and fatness of 
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their privileges. Faith, prayers, or gratitude, with- 
R. But we have not the land of || out works, is dead. Some appear 
Canaan. | 


to think, that they live in a time 18 
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which they can with far less difficul- 
ty arrive to heaven than in former 
ages. But it still appears to me that 
the road is strait, that we must yet 
fight, ran, and agonize. 1 do not 
think that one can now be a disciple 
of Christ, without denying himself, 
and taking up his cross daily. It is 
yet impossible to serve God and 
Mammon ; the affections and lusts 
must yet be mortified, and in some 
cases, houses & lands be parted from 
for Christ’s sake. I do not think 
that Christians are at liberty, when 
so much good can be done with their 
property, to use it in the same man- 
ner as those who have no fear of 
God before their eyes. ‘Those who 
live to God should not do as those | 
who live to themselves. 

R. What do you intend to do?— 
Shall you give as largely as those | 
who lived wader the former = 
sation P 

Q. [intend to bestow a prayerful | 
attention to the subject, and if no- | 
thing new should appear, {| must “a | 
SO. “Lenjoy myself the best when I 
am performing my duty. I have 
given all to Christ. 1 have thought 
I was willing to die with him on the } 
cross, if his glory required it. Shall | 
I not then be willing to part re 


eomforts for his sake i ? 
HEMERA. 
—eOe— 


WESTERN EDUCATION SOCIETY 


The last annual meeting of the 
“ Western Education Society of the | 
state of New. York,” was held at the cr 
Presbyterian church in Utica, on the | 
26th day of December, !82! ; when 
a sermon was delivered before the 
society by the Rev. Professor Mon- 
teith, of Hamilton College. 

In the absence of the President, 
occasioned by sickness, Thomas R. | 
Gold, Esq. senior Vice President, 
took the chair. 

The society passed a vote of thanks 
to the Rev. Professor Monteith, for 
his excellent sermon. 


} 
| 
| 
{ 
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The Report of the Directors for 
the past year was then read and ac- 
cepted. 

In addition ts the officers re elec- 
ted for the coming year, the Hon. 
Nathan Ford, the Rev. John Brown, 
and John Fine, Esq. were elected 
Vice- Presidents of the society. 

The society adjourned to meet at 
the session-room of the presbyterian 
church in Utica, on the last Wed- 
nesday of December, 1822, at elev- 
en o’clock, A. M. 


DiRECTORS’ REPORT. 
To the Western Education Society 
of the state of New-York. 


The Directors res pectfully sub- 
mit the following REPORT: 
The return of this anniversary 
calls upon the members and friends 
lof this society, for the exercise of 
eratitude to the Author of all good, 
for the continuance of his unmerit- 
ed favors which they have received 
as individuals, and for the displays 
| of his grace which have been mani- 
fested in the liberality and support 
of the various charitable institutions 
of the present day. In point of uti- 
lity and importance, e, societies for the 
education of indigent young men for 
the gospel ministry holda conspicu- 
ous ‘plac e, whether we regard the 
wellare & prosperity of the churches 
in our own country, the respectabi- 
| lity — usefulness of the clerical 
> the extension and success 
| = Fthe missionary operations among 
1e heathen. Pastors and teachers 
a and will be multiplied in = 
parton as religion prospers, as th 
church extends her borders, and as 


| the glory of the latter day approach- 
| 
| 


es. “As the host of heaven cannot 
| be numbered, neither the sand of the 
| se ea measured; so will I multiply 
the seed of David my servant, and 
' the Levites that minister unto me.” 

l Jer. $3. 22. It is confidently be- 
| lieved, that education societies are 
| to be the great instruments in the 
y hands of Providence, of increasing 
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the number of able and faithful mi- 
nisters in the church of Christ — 
When he was about to send forth 
his seventy disciples, whom he had 
appointed, into every city and place 
whither he himself should come, he 
said unto them, “ The harvest truly 
is great, but the laborers are few: 
pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the 
harvest, that he would send forth la- 
borers into his harvest.’’> A com- 
mand to pray, always implies the 
performance of duty, and the use of 
means to obtain the blessing desired. 

Every person that has taken 4 
pains to investigate the subject, 

knows. that at the present period, it 
is emphatically the case, that the 
harvest is great and the laborers few, 

and that the friends of the Redeem 

er are bound, not ouly to pray, but 
to use their exertions and to contri- 


Western Education Society. 


| Cash paid out, 
do received, 


Bi,tit 
1,058 


53 due Treasurer. 
$740 during the year was paid for the sup- 
port of Beneficiaries. 

The expenses of the boarding es- 
tablishment for the year cannot be 
exactly ascertained. Some donations 
in articles of provision have been 
presented by persons who were not 
subscribers to the society, and some 
have been received from subscribers 
which have not been credited to their 
account on the treasurer’s book, and 
|some remain on hand: but your di- 
| rectors are decidedly of opinion that 
in the present state of things in our 
country, this is the most eligible and 
effectual mode of affording assist- 
ance to our beneficiaries. This es- 
tablishment has its inconveniencies 
and difficulties ; but nothing impor- 


bute of their substance to raise up | tant and extensively useful in pro- 


and qualify a greater number of 
faithful ministers in the kingdom of 
Christ. At this time the members 
of this Society will justly expect an 
account of the state of the institution | 
during the past year. of the difficul. 
ties and obstacles which have been 
encountered in carrying into effect | 
its operations, and of the success of 





|| moting the cause of religion has ever 
been effected without meeting with 
obstacles & disconragements, “with- 
out requiring self- denial, patience, 
and perseverance, nor without put- 
ting the fidelity and zeal of the per- 
| sons or instruments employed to se- 
vere trial. The necessity, utility, 





| 
! and importance of assisting indigent 


its endeavors to obtain the object in young men in acquiring the requi 


view. Your directors acknowledge | 
that they have some reason for hu- | 
miliation on this subject in review- 
ing the dealings of Previdence to- 
wards the institution, and the 


ard discouragements which have 


been experienced in the course of | 


the year. The funds originally | 
sibscribed to this Society in the 
western counties, have been so far 


relinquished as to leave the donors || 


at liber:y to pay their subscriptions 
to the Trustees of the 
Seminary at Auburn, forthe support 
of indigent students in that institu 
tion, and as small exertions have 
been made, few additional funds 
have been obtained from any quar 
ter. The treasurer’s account for the | 


year past is as follows: 





sit qualifications for usefulness in 
the gospel ministry, have been sta- 


ted and argued before the public 


| with force and ability, and nothing 
trials | 


| new can be profitably added on the 
| subject. Agents have never failed 
' to be snccnndtel to a greater or less 


|| degree, who have been employed 


‘to obtain collections and contribu- 


tions for the support of this socte- 
|ty Subscriptions in provisions, mo- 


ney, and clothing, have recently 





Theological || been obtained in the towns of Cam- 


den and Verona: to what amount 
| cannot be exactly ascertained, as 
they have not been completed nor 
collected; but there appeared 4 


| willingness generally among the 


people to patronize the institution, 


i and to give for its sup sport according 
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to their ability. When the wants) If you must go serve the Lord, give 
and necessities of this society are || us your little ones, leave your chil- 
made known to the christian public, || dren behind you, to be initiated into 
it is presumed they will be supplied | our customs, to be trained up for 
from time to time, and that it will || our service, and to be ” victims of 
not be suffered to decline and final- || our vices. Sacrifice them upon our 
ly fail, in a day distinguished like | altars, that we may be satisfied that 
this, for the exercise of christian | you regard infant baptism asa mere 
chatity. The friends and patrons || form, and religious obligations as 
of this institution have no reason for || subservient to woildly interests— 
despandoney. in ve of - ve _ how shocking ‘in ae 
ect Defore them; Dut with a firm | of Dringing our iniant offspring to 
adnan upon a kind and bountiful | the altar of Christ, and there ple 
Providence for future support and | cing upon them the seal of that gra- 
success, ought to proceed withitsop: || cious covenant. which makes them 
erations. tf in ourday and genera | his; and then casting them into the 
tion, besides supplying the churches | jaws of this devouring Moloch ! 
with a number of ordinary pastors, | The world accomplishes all this, 
we can be instrumental in raising up | by acting in concert, and thus esta- 
and sending forth one among the | blishing the despotic laws of custom. 


| 


| 


heathen. who shal! be as distinguish |} The world, in fact, gives laws to the 
ed for useful: ess as a Swartze, or a} church in the management of their 
Martin. all our labors wiil be abun |! children, and thus carries off, gene- 
davtly rewarded, and the blessings , ration after generation, the children 
of this institution descend to the of the church, given to Christ in 


posterity of children unborn. | baptism, to the ranks of the enemy, 


and ‘he gulph of perdition. If our 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF BAPTIZED || children can be thus plucked from 


CHILDREN. lour families and our arms, by the 
Extracts from the Pastoral Address of the 1 force of custom, why should not 
Geteral Assembly of Connecticut | Christians atrempt to save them, by 


3. As another important princi |! virtue ofa similar concert? if we can- 
ple, in the religious education of | not singly stem this torrent, let us 
children, we would recommend a | join hands and hearts, in a phalanx 
concert among Christian parents, in || which cannet be shaken. Cannot the 
respect to the measures which they || church make customs for itself, and 
adopt. thus forever destroy the plea, that it 

The whole power of the custom || is a singular, solitary & disgraceful 
of the world, arises from their con- | thing, to train up children in the 
sonauce with the natural prepensi- |) way they should go> Must the 
ties of the heart, and their general | church always look te this corrupt 
prevalence. Ono the first of these} world, anc to those who are aliens 
grounds, Christian parents will cer from the commonwealth of Israel 
tainly feel, that they have every mo- || and strangers to the covenants of 
tive to avoid or resi-t them. But on! promise, for her s:andards of man- 
the other ground, they are too often ners, and for maxims of moral prac- 
induced to yield at least a silent ac jj tice? Rather let us attend to the 
quiescence. They suffer their chil- |] apostolic injunction, “ Be not con- 
dren to be drawn into the vortex, | formed to the world =” Let “bris- 
because they do not feel able, or || tians then associate together, and 
are afraid, siugly to resist the cur- | deliberate on the proper course for 
rent of universal practice. As Pha. || them to pursue; let them understand 
rach said to the Israelites, so in this |] each other, end unviedly come out 
case the world says to Christians ;" from the world, and be separate in 
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350 Religious Education of Baptized Children. 


the treatment of their children as |! a level with the worst, and that this 
well as in other respects. | effect is produced, facts iamentably 

Thus a glorious standard will be || prove. As well might we send our 
raised for the cause of Christ, sup- | children to the haunts of pestilence, 
ported by the prayers of Christians, || to assimilate them to the sick and 
and the blessing of God, which will | the dying. What can be more pre. 
soon change the course of custom, | posterous, than for christian parents, 
and make the world ashamed of it- || after having endeavored to inculcate 
self. ‘I'he more respectable part of || religious truth upon their children, 
the world is now kept in counte- || to turn them loose into the compa- 
nance, only by the tame submission || ny of the profligate, where every ves- 
of professers ef religion, and for || tige of useful impression must be 
want of better example. If Chris- || immediately effaced? We repeat 
tians would lead the way toa refor- || the idea then, that we regard the 
mation of manners, they would find || promiscuous intercourse of youth, in 
the example exerting a powerful in- || scenes of temptation, such as all vain 
fluence on all sober persons around || amusements present, as the great 
them. Is not the church then as the || means of counteracting and frustra- 
salt of the earth, as the light of the | ting the labors of christian parents. 
world, to let her light shine before Again, let christian parents agree 
men in this respect? Is it asked || in devising methods for the enter- 
here, with respect to what particu- || taimment andimprovement of youth, 
Jars Christians ought to havea con- || which may operate as a substitute 
eert of measures? We answer, 'for vain amusements. Such meth- 

Let them agree to prohibit, so far || ods may be devised, because they 
as their influence extends, the pro. || have been, and have been found ef- 
miscuous intercourse of children and fectual. Above all, let christian pa- 

| 





youth, parties of pleasure, and vain || rents agree to pray for their chil- 


: » 
amusements of every kind. Let the 


dren, that their hearts may be sanc- 
time and property wantonly spent || tified and prepared for the service 
for these purposes, be sacredly de- || of Christ. Their conversion will be 
voted to some useful object. The 


maxim that youth must associate to- || vain pleasures which are so ensnar- 
gether in mixed companies, and at || ing to the carnal mind. They will 
unseasonable hours, to promote ac- || then be introduced to a new and in- 
quaintance and friendship, we hesi- || teresting field of action; their de- 
tate not to say, is false and perni- |! sires will be elevated above the gro- 
cious. All useful acquaintance may | velling pleasures of sense, and they 
be better promoted, without this |] will no longer need the aid of pa- 
prodigality of time, health, and pro- || rental influence to be induced to lay 
perty, and this exposure to tempta- || them aside. And let no christian 
tion. And as to the promotion of || parent be disheartened in view of the 
friendship, these mixed assembles, || arduous duty now presented. Let 
where pride and vanity are the ru- | every one remember that we live in 
ling motives, and where rivalry and | an age when many labourers are 
envy are directly excited, have aj; wanted in the vineyard of Christ— 
tendency to destroy all rational or || And where shall these instruments 
virtuous friendship. | be found, but in the families of the 

It is said that this intercourse tends faithful, in the nurseries of the 
to assimilate youth toeach other, and || church ? It is reasonable then to ex- 
thus prepare them to act and live in || pect, that multitudes of the children 
society? If this effect is produced, || of believers will be converted, and 
it is by reducing the whole mass to || called into the service of Christ at 


an effectual remedy against those 
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an early age. Let every Christian 
parent feel, while he is engaged in 
the instruction of his children, that 
he is preparing soldiers for the cross, 
who will, in some way or other, be 
instrumental of advancing the tri- 
umphs of the Redeemer. 
-- >> @@Q@r-- 
HEATHEN CUSTOMS. 

Extracts from letters recently received from 

Mr. James Garrett, late of the village of 

Utica, and now a Missionary at Bombay, to 

his correspondent in said village. 


To-day, (Dec. 11, 1821,) for the 
first time, L witnessed the shocking 
ceremony of Hook Swinging. It 
is not universally, but rather rarely, 

ractised on’ this side of India.— 
ie have, doubtless, seen some ac- 
count of it; but as there is a consi- 
(erable variety in the modes of per- 
forming the ceremony, you may find 
it not uninteresting to read my ac- 
count. 

Brother Hall, having received in- 
formation from one of the school 
teachers in his employ, of the time 
and place of the ceremony, waiked 
out with me to the place, which was 
about three quarters of a mile dis- 
tant from our dwelling. On arri- 
ving at the spot, we found a large 
collection of the natives, of all ages, 
and both sexes, who appeared quite 
merry, and eager to see the horrid 
sport begin. 

[ was much struck with the ap- 
pearance of the spectators. They 
seemed to deem it a season of rare 
amusement; and such is the amuse? 
ment best relished by their debased 
minds. 

The machine for elevating the 
person who is to swing, is construct- 
ed as follows: [here are two wheels, 
about the size of our common cart 
Wheels, (though rather more ponder- 
ous,) supporting a strong axletree: 
in the centre of this axle, is an up- 
right post, about twelve or fifteen 
feet in height—This resembles the 
post for a well-sweep, and has a 
pole passing through the top of it, 
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in the same manner as is often seer 
at our “good, old fashioned” wells. 
From the axle, are long pieces ex- 
tended both back & forward, touch- 
ing the ground at the ends, intended 
to keep the axle from turning; else 
the post would not retain its up- 
right position. This machinery is 
hung with small bells, which add 
to the confusion at the time of the- 
ceremony. When the swinger came 
forward, he was accompanied by a 
number of musicians, who were do- 
ing all in their power to inspire him 
with enthusiasm, and to excite the 
acclamations of the multitude. 

After running twice round, ina 
circle of about ninety yards, which 
was kept open for the purpose, he 
was brought up to the car. The 
hook was fastened in his back, pre- 
vious to his being -brought on the 
spot. As soon as he was brought to 
the car, one end of the pole, (pass- 
ing through the top of the post, and 
being about twenty-five or thirty 
feet long,) was brought down, and a 
rope, passing through the ring of the 
hook in his back, was made fast to 
the pole near the end. ‘The length 
of rope for him to swing by, was a- 
bout two and a half feet. The op- 
posite end of the pole was then bro’t 
down, and bound to the long piece 
extending from the axle. The pie- 
ces from the axle were so fastened, 
that they could be raised a few inch- 
es from the ground, to allow the 
cart to move forward. 

Soon after the man was raised 
from the grouad, the establishment 
was set in motion by about forty 
men, who drew it by means of ropes. 
They went five times round, in the 
circle aforementioned, with about as 
much rapidity as a horse would na- 
turally trot. ‘There was another rope 
suspended from the pole, about two 
feet from the one on which the man 
swung, by which he supported him- 
self; though, apparently, supporting 
but a small part of his weight by it. 
He manifested not the least symp- 
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tom of pain. With the hand that 
was disengaged, he scattered a kind 
of sacred dust over the people. from 
a bag tied round his body ; a quanti 
ty of which fell into my eye: but [ 
happily got it out, without experien- 
cing any injury. He was dangling 
his legs about in a careless manner, 
during the whole of the time. His 
mouth was filled with beettle nut, 
beettle leaves, and tobacco. ‘Lhe 
length of time that he was suspend- 
ed, was about seven minutes. 
When I perceived that he was to 
be taken down, [ made considerable 
exertion to get near to him, and suc- 
ceeded, though it appeared to give 
some offence. My object was, to 
see how the hook was formed and 
inserted. [| got so near, as to put 
my hand upon his back, and see for 
myself, that there was no deception ; 
but that his weight was really sus- 
tained by a hook fastened in the 
flesh. It was a hook with two prongs, 
nearly in the form of two fish-hooks, 
with their backs together. The size 
of the wire or iron, was about one 
third of an inch in diameter at the 
bend. It was inserted about half 
way between the shoulders and the 
loins. The shape of the hook was 
such, as to leave one and a half 
or two inches spare, between ‘he 
branches at the bend. One of these 
branches was placed each side of 
the spine—appeared to go pretty 
deep, and to come out again about 
an inch from where it entered.— 
I should not have thought it possible, 
that any person could have endured 
such an operation, without expres- 
sing more sense of pain: and after 
Witnessing it, still it seems almost 
incredible. After he was taken 
down, he was immediately hurried 
off the spot$ so I had little time to 
examine the apparatus. | 
They have other modes: so you 
must not wonder if this agrees with 
no former description you may have 
seen. The man who swung to day 


was about twenty-five years old. 1) 


Heathen 
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'on their’ way to the temple. 





understand this is not done to expi- 
ate sin, but in performance of a vow, 
For instance, a man or woman de- 
sires a particular favor from any of 
their gods, either for him or herself 
or family—the vow is then made, 
that if the boon is granted, he or she 
will swing a specified length of time, 

I before referred to the custom of 
women in performance of their vows 
prostrating themselves in the dust 
This 
vow is made on similar occasions, 
and is very frequent. I understand 
it is usually made in this way: If 
the desired benefit is granted, she 
(for | have seen none but women 
performing it) is to measure the dis- 
tance from her dwelling to the tem- 
ple of the god to whom the vow is 
made, by prostration. It is seldom 
that these things are attended to by 
very opulent Hindvos, for they ap- 
pear rather disposed to let their 
purses suffer than their bodies, and 
ofien build tanks, &c. to obtain the 
favor of their gods. I believe they 
also do the same for the expiation 
of sin, or with that view ; though the 
general notion is that they will suf- 
fer in another body for the evil com- 
mitted in this. 

About half a mile from brother 


| Hall’s is the present seat of idolatry 
lin Bombay. 


here is a large tank of 
water fifteen.or twenty rods square, 
walled with fine hewn stone ; on ev- 
ery side you can descend by regular 


| steps to the water’s edge. The depth 


of the water is from three to eight 
feet, according to the season of the 
year: around this tank are a num- 


‘ber of temples, in the partings of 


which are a great number of bells 
hanging. In the inner rooms are the 
idols, of different shapes, sizes, and 
colors, made of wood and stone— 
Some representing merely the figure 
of a man ; others have the body of 
man, with an elephant’s, horse’s, 
sheep’s, or some other beast’s head. 
Their worship commences by ring’ 
ing some one of the bells, and afte’ 
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jects the most truly miserable I ev- | 


Sickness and Death of Mrs. Kingsbury. 848 


bringing an offering and presenting \j holy persons have a great influence 
it to their god, they go and bathe in |} with their gods, and are able to bring 


the tank. [have not yet been into the | 


rooms where the idols are kept, as | 


down blessings or curses on whom 
they please. ‘This accounts for their 


the Brahmins esteem tlie Europeans || readiness to bestow gifts upon them. 


unclean, they are much averse to our 


going in, unless we pull off our shoes, || nations of idolatry. 


hese are sume of the lesser abomi- 
The burning 


and in that case they esteem it a || of widows, beating the sick to death 


creat condescension to admit us.— 
At 6, P. M. there is usually a great 


* | 
with the business of the day and | 


come to pay their homage to their | 
respective gods. The noise is so || 
creat as to preclude the possibility 
of reflection. But thus it is with | 
these idolators. ‘The more confu- | 
sion the more devotion. These) 
temples are surrounded by a walk, | 


within which are a number of ob- || 


} 
| 
' 
i 
j 


| 


er beheld. ‘There is one person |}, 
have seen every time I have visited | 
the place, holding a small frame in | 
his hand, which { understand he has | 


held for four or five years. His fin- } 





gingling of the bells, as at that time |! 
the people have generally got thro? || 


to appease the anger of their gods, 
are still known to be practised. 
Now, are these miserable crea- 
tures to be left thus to go on age af- 
ter age? Have Christians the means 
of sending them the gospel, & teach- 
ers to direct them to the only Sav- 
iour; and will they withhold their 
silver and their gold? Do they prize 
immortal souls? Do they prize the 
gospel, and will they not do their 
utmost to send itto them? It is true 
something has been done for this and 
other dark regions; but it is nothing 
in comparison to the wants of the 
pagan world. 
Yours most affectionately, 
JAMES GARRETT. 


| a : 
gers appear to be nearly perished— | RELIGIOUS INVELLIGENCE. 
C 


the nails are grown out and curved 


in like hawks’ claws in such a man- |) 


ner as actually to grow into the | 


palms of his hand: as for flesh he | 


can be said to have none. 


eral years carried one of his arms | 
in an erect posture. He never takes | 


There is another who has for sev- | 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


it dowa, and I suppose he would be | 
utterly unable to do so were he to 

attempt it: as, by the appearance, 
he must have lost all use of the joints 





is not more than half its natural size. 
There are a number of others who 


—the arm is so far perished, that it 


their bodies nearly naked, and cov 

ered with ashes and powders of va- 
rious colors, their hair matted to- 
cether, &c. These are esteemed the 
holiest of men by the deluded peo- 


ple, and are continually receiving | 


sifts of rice and other food, to pro- 

long their miserable existence. It 

is supposed by the natives that these 
u 


are practising various austerities— 





‘hoctam Mission.—A letter from Rev. 
Mr. Kingsbury, addressed to the Cor- 
responding Secretary of the Board of 
Comm’s ior Foreign Missions, gives 
the painful intelligence of the remo- 
val of Mrs. Kingsbury by death. By 
this event the cause of missions suffers 
great loss, as the deceased was pecu- 
liarly qnalitied for the important sta- 
tion she oceupied. The toliowing is 
an extract from Mr. K’s Ietter : 


« Yes, my dear sir, the Lord has 
laid his hand heavily upon us all, 
and upon me in particular. My dear 
wife is no longer a partner in our la- 
bors, our sorrows, and our joys. In 
an unexpected hour, I have been be- 


| reaved of a most kina and affection- 


ate companion ; my little children of 
a tender mother ; and the mission of 
a devoted and useful member. 
“Mrs. Kingsbury, from her first 
arrival on mission ground till with- 
in five days of her death, enjoyed 
uncommonly good health. During 
the past summer, in addition te the 
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ordinary labors of the mission, she 
was much occupied in attending to 
the sick. The Monday preceding 
her death, she was more than usu- 
ally occupied in domestic labors, un 
til late in the evening. On Tuesday 
and Wednesday she was slightly in 
disposed, which she considered the 
effects of a cold taken on Monday 
evening. On Thursday she was bet- 
ter; spent part of the afternoon in 
sewing ; and observed she was al- 
most well. 

The disease at first assumed many of the 
appearances of the common tever of the 
country ; but at last proved to be an inflama- 
tion of the bowels, and was very rapil in its 
progress termuniating life on the ensuing 
Sabbath mort ing. 

«She was in the perfect posses- 
sion of her reason to the last mo- 
ment ; and, for the last six or eight 
hours, was sensible she had not long 
tolive. On account of great distress 
and difficulty of respiration, she 
could converse but little. in view 
of the solemn and unexpected event 
of death, which appeared to be ra 
pidly approaching, her mind was 
tranquil and resigned. She lament- 
ed her unfaithfulness: but express 
ed a humble hope of her acceptance 
with God, through the merits of the 
Saviour. I asked her if she regret- 
ted the sacrifice she had made in 
leaving her father’s house, and the 
circle of her dear friends, that she 
might labor for Christ among the 
heathen. “QO no;” she replied with 
emphasis, “I only regret that I have 
done no more.’”? When able to con- 
verse, she exhorted us to be faithful 
to the cause in which we were enga 
ged, and to prepare to follow her.— 
A short time before her death, she 
took an affectionate leave of all the 
family, as they in succession came 
to her bed side. Her children were 
peculiarly dear to her; and the idea 
of leaving them at their tender age, 
in this land of strangers, was ex- 
tremely painful. But she remem. 
bered that God had promised to be 
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‘their father and their friend. Tho’ } 


| she had been in great distress fo: 


nearly forty hours befure her death, 
yet her last moments were without 
a struggle ora groan. On the 15th 
instant, (Sept.) a pleasant Sabbath 
morning, about half past 7 o’clock, 
she was sweetly released from all 
the sorrows and sufferings of this 
mortal life, and I trust, entered on 
the Sabbath of rest which remaineth 
for the people of God. 

« Language is to feeble to express 
my own feelings on this occasion. I 
would bow with submission to the 
divine will. The sovereignty of 
God is most strikingly displayed in 
this event. No dispensation of Pro- 
vidence, since our arrival in this 
land, has fallen so heavily upon us. 
No one has called louder for deep 
humility and self-examination, to 
know wherefore it is, that the Lord is 
dealing thus withus. My loss none 
can estimate, but those who have 
experienced a similar affliction. My 
prayer is, that this afflicting dispen- 
sation may be made a blessing not 
only to myself, but to the mission 
and to this perishing people. If 
this bereavement should be made 
the means of uniting us more firm- 
ly in holy love, of making us more 
diligent and useful in our labours, 
of exciting us to greater zeal and 
fidelity for the salvation of sinners, 
Mrs. Kingsbury’s death may do more 
than she could have accomplished 
by a long and laborious life.” 
Narrative of the state of Religion within 

the bounds of the Synod of Nen- York 

and Nen-Jersey, Oct. 1822. 

In reviewing the reports of the state 
of Relizion in the Charches within their 
bounds, during the past year, Synod of 
New-York and New Jersey feel min- 
gled emotions of sorrow andjoy. They 
cannot but grieve to hear of th. progress 
of vice in many of the congregations un- 
der their care. They «an scarcely re- 
train from tears when they hear of the 
prevalence of intemperance, gambling, 
profaneness and Sabbath breaking, a- 
mong those for whose spiritual welfare 
they feel a deepconcern. These vices 
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Narrative of' the state of Religion 


are more to be dreaded than the desola- 
ting plague. They are sure symptoms 
of malignant disease in the soul—the 
proguostics of eternal death. Nor can 
they view with indifference the luke 
warmness that pervades so great a por- 
tion of the Churches under their eare.— 
‘Tuis is an evil highly offensive to the 
great Head of the Church ; one which 
he has reprobated in the strongest terms ; 
and the pernicious effects of which no 
mortal can duly estimate. This fatal e- 
vil gives birth to others. When the love 
of many waxes cold iniguity aill abound 
and when the sol¢iers of Christ sleep at | 
their posts, the enemy will break into 
the camp. 

But while the Synod view with un- 
feigned regret the alarming spread of 
Juke warmness and vice, they have cc- 
casion to praise God that he has not for- 
saken his people, nor given up his heri- 
tage to reproach. Many of the chur- 
ches under their care, where there are 
no special revivals, appear to be walk 
ing in the fedr of the Lord and in the 
comfort of the tioly Ghost, and are grad- 
ually enlarged. An exemplary atten- 
tion has been paid to the religious in- 
struction of youth; Sabbath schools are 
establi: hed in almost ever y congregation 
and are generally in a flourishing state ; 
benevolent societies are still in ope- 
ration, and have inereased in number | 
and efficacy ; meetings for social prayer 
have been greatly multiplied, and the 
Lord truly appears in many places te be 
pouring out on his people a spiritof grace 
ard supplication. 

The synod are gratified to learn that | 
discipline has in several mstauces becn | 
exercised with becoming tenderness and 
decision and will they doubt not be fol- 
lowed with the happiest effects. ‘They 
observe also with pleasure that there ts 
among the members of body a growmg 
concern for the spiritual welfare of their 
respective congregations,in many instan- 
ees in which the Lord has not yet made 
bare his arm. And in addition to these 
heart cheering proofs that the Lord liv- 
eth, the Synod rejoice to record special 
manifestations of his power and grace. 
The congregations of Smithheld and 
South-Salem, in the bounds of the 
North River Presbytery, have lately en- 
joyed times of retreshing from the pres- 
ence of the Lord ; and in tiie latter sev- 
enty two precious souls have been at 
one cominunion added to the Church, 
and several others have been hopefully 
converted. 
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In several Churches under the care 
of the Presbytery of N. Y. there are ve- 
ry promising symptoms; especially in 
the city of New-York the aspect of 
the churches is peculiarly flattering.— 

| In those of Broome-street, Rose street, 
| Vanderwater-street, Corlaer’s Hook, the 
| Bowery,and especially Wall-street,there 
has been considerable excitement, and 
encouraging additions have been made 
to the communion of the Church.— 
Spring-street Chureh has experienced 
| an effusion of the Holy Spirit within the 
| last year; and as the iruits and evidence 
| of this good work, the nunes of fifty two 
have been registered among the people 
| of God. The Brick Church has witnes- 
| sed, again the descent of the Holy Ghost, 
in his quickening, enlightening, sancti- 
| fying and comforting influences. While 
| Christ’s profe-sed disciples have come 
| valiantly, With one accord to the help of 
| the Lord, more than one hundred from 
the world have, during the past year, it 
is supposed, been made willing in the 
day of his power. ~The Orange street 
Church, also, bas been favoured with a 
revival of religion. That afflicted city, 
chastized as it is by the scourge of Heav- 
en, may sing of mercy as wellas of jucg- 
ment. It would seem as if God proclaim- 
ed to it aloud from Heaven, The day of 
vengeance is in my heart, and the year of 
| my redeemed is come. 

Within the limits of the Presbytery of 
Jersey, the churches of Patterson and 
Rockaway have each experienced a 
partial outpouring of the Spirit of God. 
The Church of Chatham, since last No~- 
| vember, has shared abundantly in the 
| gracious influence of a gradual and pow- 
‘erful work of God, which has resulted 
| in the increased holincss of God’s people 











{and an addition to their number of 77 


| Since the opening of 


spring, the great Head of the Chureh 
has condeseended to visit Morristown in 
the multitude of his mercies. He 
spake in power, his ciseiples heard his 
awakening voice, and came forth to 
meet their Lord. The dead also heard 
and lived ; and one hundred and twenty 
| have already been added to the Church. 
|‘ Thisis the Lord's doing, and it is mar- 
| vellous in our eys.’ 

From the reports ofthe Presbytery of 
New Brunswick it appears, that there is 
among the students of Naasau Hall an 
increasing spirit of benevolence mani- 
fested, in the vigorous operations of their 
Bible, T'ract, and Edueation soeieties— 
a spirit which the Synod devoutly wish 
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Want of Missionaries 


may never decline, and which they can- | 





in Herkimer County. 


in the bounds of this Synod during the 
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supply, except a very partial one in the 
German language. Alithe town of Her- 
kimer, containing three congregations 
and three respectable houses of worship, 
is destitute of a settled minister, and but 
very partially supplied. Part of the town 
of Fairfield, called Eten’s Bush, where 
there is a house for public worslip and 
a respectable congregation, 18 also des: 
titute of regular preaching. All these 
places are anxious, to a greater or less 
degree, to obtain the gospel, and would 
eventually contribute something hand 
some for its support. All these places 
are depending partly or wholly on me for 
a supply. 

The prospect of success is also greater 
at the present time than it has ever been 
before in this region. Most of the ditfi- 
cullies which have formerly discouraged 
missionary exertion here, are now remo- 
ved. Instead o! that hostility which has 
formerly been expressed toward the la- 
bors of English preachers & missionaries, 
by the Dutch inhabitants, we now disco- 
ver an anxious desire to hear the gospel, 
and see a decided preference manifested 
towards our own preaching and mission- 
aries. I have been frequently solicited 
to preach in the limits of the Dutch con- 
srecations and have generally had a re- 
spectable congregation wherever I have 
been called to labor; and I have never 
been more affectionately treated by any 
people, thon the Datch inhabitants ia the 
limits of my missionary labors. The ri- 
sing generation too all receive their edu- 
cation in the English langnage; and, 
with avery few exceptions, are in favor 
of English preaching. Considering the 
advantageous situation of the country a- 
round the Falls, the fertility of the soil. 
the wealth & numbers of its inhabitants, 
their former degraded situation, and the 
opening prospect that now presents for 
successtul exertion, | am persuaded that 
any one, who shall become acquainted 
with this region, till say that it is one of 
the most important missionary stations 
in the limits of this state. 

Almost all the county of Herkimer, 
of which this is the centre, containing a 
population of forty thousand inhabitants, 
has been little better than one wide, 
dreary waste for many years. 

I have now, dear sir. given you a brief 
description of this station, with some of 
my reasons for extending missionary aid 
to this county in preference to many 0- 
ther places. And I might further add, 
that without receiving missionary aid it 
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will be impossible for any one to occupy 
my station at present. 

During the time I have been stationed 
at the Falls, I have devoted one haf of 
my time regularly to missionary exer tion 
in the adjacent country, for which | have 
received no compensaiion. If have form- 
ed a circuit in accordance with the plan 
of the Domestic Missionary Society of 
this state, including nearly all the vacant 
places above mentioned, taking my sta- 
tions where } supposed it most likely, 
from externa! appearances, that respect- 
able churches & sueieties might be built 
up without interfering with each other. 
On this circuit 1 have been enabled to 
organize one church’ during the past 
season with prospects of success ; and the 
Way appears to be preparing for the’es- 
tablishment of others, and for the organ- 
ization of new sovicties. 

Under these circumstances, I submit 
it to the friends of missions to decide, 
whether these 12,000 souls shall be aban- 
doned to sectarian divisions, or to their 
own heart’s lusts ; and the fields, already 
white for the harvest, be given up for 
the want of faithful laborers, and means 
for their support. a 


—CR- 
Epitome of Reiigicu: Intelligenee. 


There has been a revival of religion 
during the year past, in Winfield, Her- 
kimer co as appears by an interesting 
statement which we find in the N. Ha- 
ven Intelligencer tor November, made 
by the Rev. Mr. Hovey, pastor of the 
Congregational! church in that place, the 
result of which has beea 130 hopeful sub- 
jects of divine grace ; between 60 and 90 
have united with that church, aud 8 or 
10 with the Baptist Church. The nar- 
rative concludes thus - 

** We wish, in this public manner, to 
express our. gratitude to Mr. Goodell, 
the neighboring clergy, the young gentle- 
men from Hamilton and Union eolleges,* 
aud some others from abroad, whe 
cheerfully entered the field of labor, and 
aided in gathering in the harvest. Es- 
pecially, above all, we desire to return 
public thanks to Almighty God who has 
done great things for us whereof we are 
glad, and would bless his name for ever 
and ever.”’ 

* This was during vacation. 


Vermont. 
“The following additions to the 
eburch,”’ says the New-York Christian 


| Herald, “are reported by the General 
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Convention.—Benson, 150; Fairhaven, | 


40; Westhaven an Whitehall, 30 ;— 
Westfairlee, 30; Thetford, 150; New- 
bury, 40; 20 or 30 more being hopeful 
subjects of renewing grace: Bradford, | 
60; Norwich, two Churches, 118, and | 
30 who have not united with the church ; | 
Weathersfield, 100; Springfield, about | 
130: Sudbury, 30; Wallingford, 26 ; | 
Tinmouth, 25; Brandon, 50 or 60; Cla | 
rendun, 30; Randolph 250; ional 
39. In 12 towns in Addison Associa 
tion, between 8 and 900 have publicly 
professed Christ. ducing the past year; | 
and in the Nerth Western Association, | 
bi tween 7 and 800; aud in many other | 
towns in that state, the refreshing show- | 
ers of divine grace have been poured | 
out, and the churches revived.’’—A re- 
vival is said to have lately commenced 
in Bernard, 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Goodell, A- 
gent for A B C.F M 

In the Choctaw nation, | became acquain- | 
ted with a black man, by the name of Leis | 
ter, who lives near the station at Elliott. He | 
is a slave and unable to read, but appareutly | 
very pious. he missionaries take much sa- | 
tisfaction in hearing him converse and prey. 

The following are some of his expressions | 
in a prayer I heard. 

«* Our Fader, who art in heaven; we now | 
eome down ’pon our knee, may we come 
down true. Kistian boder ax me to pay, 
poor, blind, dumb Afican, know notting, but | 
spirit willing. We tank Lord for he good 
ness for keeping us from rising sun to setting | 
sun, and from de setting of de sun to dis 
time o night—and now, Lord, pardon and | 
forgive. Dofor you please ess Masser, 
Mistress, fellow-servant left behind. Bess 
Kistian boder preach to us to day. Tenken_ 
and nable him to go to Jusalem—Bess him— 
bess him—bess him wid al: dv bessing—not | 
for we our goodness, we no goodness, sinners | 
by nater, but for Jesus sake. Do for you | 
please. Bess all minister; all go cross de | 
sea to preach gospel. Have mercy on all | 
falling boder, faliiug sister, on all rum-drin 
ker. gospel baker clean to Georgia. Bess all | 
Kistian boder, Kistian sister, till we all meet 
dat sweet Saviour and be wid him forever.--- 
Amen.” — 

Destruction of the Juggernaut. 
London, Sept. 24. 

It must gratify every friend to the | 
progress of human reason to learn, that | 
notwithstanding the difficulties so long | 
considered insuperable, a glorious change | 
is effected in British India. The free 
press of Caleutta has operated most 
powerfully in reforming the most invet 
erate and revolting abuses. The ef- 


fect of seven native presses at work in | 
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‘hat great city has been to triumph over | 


Hindoo superstition in its strong hold.— 
During the Jast festival of Juggernaut, so 
few pilgrims were present that they 
were unable to drag the ear. The Brah- 
mins called in other aid, but no devotee 
could be persuaded to sacrifice himself 
to the idol. They now talk of remo- 
ving the Rath ‘to a more central situa- 
tion. The wily priesthood have sagaci- 
ty enough to perceive that they must 
remove the theatre of their sanguinary 
superstition beyond the sphere of a free 
press: or thai the bigotry of thirty cen- 
turies will disappear. ‘To the perima- 
nent glory of our Indian administra- 
tion, a large po:tion of the pop ation of 
Bengal are receiving th: rudiments of 
an improved system of education, while 
thousands of elementary works are cir- 
culating throughout our empire. Even 
Hindoo women, against whom widow- 
hood, and consequent burning alive are 
denounced for learning the alphabet, & 
who must not read the Veda un er pain 
of death, have placed their daughters at 
the publie schools. The celebrated 
Hindeo Reformer, Ram Mohun Roy, 
has held publie meetings at Caleutta, for 
the purpose of freely discussing the ten- 
ets of bis religion and exposing the cru- 
elties practised under it. 


ENGLISH WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
West. Indies :—ANTiGvUA. 
Extracts from Mr. Hyde's Journal. 


F. b-uary 15, 1821. I have been preach- 
ing at Bettey’s Hope, an estate belonging to 
Sir C. Codington. The people were deeply 
attentive. ‘lhe manager behaved with . reat 
politenes® when I eslied upon him, wished 
me great encouragement, and good suceess. 
le told me that Mr. Baxter used to preath 
on the estate and several of the first Mis- 
sionaries; and added, “ Most of the slaves on 
this estate are in your society, I believe : and 
I am happy to say, that they are very exem- 
plary. A very great change,” he further ob- 
served, ‘ has taken place in their conduct 
since they began to think for themselves, and 
to act from religious principle. We scarcely 
ever use the whip now,® said he. ¢ not once in 
a quarter. It is not needful § This is cause 
for gratitude, and encouragement to labor in 
this good work. 

March 9. Went this evening on Casma- 
jor‘s estate ; and as I had not been th: re be- 
fore, | went first to see the manager. who re- 
ceive! me with great kindness, and bore an 
excellent testimony to the effects ef religion 
amongst his people, the greater part of whom 
are members of our society. He observed, 
‘The sound of the whip is rarely heard on 
the estate, and we have very few offences. 
Of course they get a little out of the way at 
times, but I do not think there is a better 
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gang of negroes inthe country.£ Then you 
think, said 1, crises have considerably de- 
creased amongst them? ‘I am sure of it,’ he 
replied. §-Ve need only look at the old 
journals on the estace, and compare them 
with the present ones, which [ and my lady 

were doing not long ago, when we discovered 
amongst other thin,s, that the number of run- 
aways g-nerally anounted to five or six a 
weck, but »uw such a thing rarely oceurs.— 
Ia fact, we have bad but one instance since I 
hase been on the estate, which is about five 
years, and that was a foolish little girl who 
did wot know what she was a doing 1 of 
course, was much pleased, and went with ad- 
ditional spirit to visit the sick ; and preach to 
the people .n the nature, necessity, tmport- 
ance, and blessedness of regeneration. 1 then 
gave tickets, & settled two disputes ; one be- 
tween an adu't negro and his aunt. He, it 
appears, from some offence, had lately passed 
by her without speaking, but his heart tell 
him dat no rightbefore God ;* and, with tears 
running down his cheeks, he confessed his 
uniappiness, and wished to be made friends 

Iecailed tor his aunt,—talked to both,—they 
shook han:'s and departed perfectiy at peace. 
The other case wasa negro young man, who 
had quarrelied with a young woman he had 
engaged to marry and was now resolved, al- 
though the banns had bee: published ,to leave 
her. [told him he must not; and gave him 
and her suitable advice. He however seem 

ed determ‘ned not to comply with what I sta- 
ted to be right At Inst 1 said, + Well, then 

you must now take your own way.‘ At this 
he starved ; and in a moment replied, ‘ No, 
Massa, ro! Me no take me own way. My 
way no good : me take yours * 

April l Preached ag Paraham. Fifteen 
persons were afterwards admitted on trial.— 
Two unbaptised were of the number. (ne 
of them was brought away when he was but 
a child ; the other ad reached manhood. I 
asked the latter during his examination, if 
ever he heard any thing of Mahomet in his 
own country? to which he answered ‘ Yes. 
Massa‘ Did you ever pray to him ? £ Yes.‘ 
I asked bim why he now prayed to Jesus in 
stead of Mahomet ? Why he loved him more, 
and why he wished now to serve Jesus, and 
to come amongst God‘s people ? He replied, 
‘Why Massa. bracuse me believe that Jesus 
be God !* 

April 2. On my way home this evening, 
from Si, John’s a gentleman related to me 
the following instance of ‘od‘s care for his 
people, and of the disposals of his sovreign 
will for their good, when every trace of his 
Operations appears lost :—A female domestic 
slave, na very respectable situation. some 
years ago was awakened un:ler the ministry 
ofa Methodest missionary. She fell into deep 
distress,—tore of her »ecklaces rings and 
other gaudy decorations. and with all her soul 
forsook her sins,calling for mercy in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. She sought God with all 
her heart: and ever faithrul to his promise, he 
was found of her. 
now altered, and to the carnal mind gave of- 
fence ; hatred, ridicule, and sufferiug became 


Her manner of life was 
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her portion. On one oceas On she was char- 
ged with the crime of having a certain key in 
her pocket, with which she had always been 
entrusted, at the chapel when it was wanted, 
and was immediately put down and flogged 
for it It was the first time the whip had been 
put upon her. It wounded her soul ; she felt 
it keenly, and grieved over it: her daughter 
participating in her sorrow. They were now 
charged with a spirit of rebellion for daring te 
grive, and the mother was doomed to the 


field The gang, struck with astonishment at 


seeing her brought there, rested on thier 
hoes to gaze at her. This was immediately 
called a signal for rebellion: and a certain 
person rode off,full gallop, to town, to inform 
the proprietor, who immediately sent out an 
order for the two rebels, (the poor mother 
and darghter,) to be sent to town in heavy 
chains. Ihe order was executed, and they 
were sent from the island to Santa Cruz, and 
sold. ‘the afflicted mother had not been 
there long, before she was falsely charged 
with some other offe. ce; but God was with 
her. H r language appears to have been, 
‘ though thou slay me, yet wiil | trust in 
thee.‘ Goid’s grace was suefficient for her; 
and in due time he appeared in her behalf. 
The eharge was proved false. Her conduct 
see red the love and confidence of her new 
mistress; and at length the Lord disposed the 
heart of her mistress to make her and her 
daughter free. She has now returned in ered- 
it tothe place from which she was exiled; 
she is happy in the love of God and comfor- 
table in her cireumstances. The blessing of 
the Lord seems to rest upon the family.— 
Blessed are the people whose God is the 
Lord. 
GRENADA. 

Mr. Gor has commenced his labors on the 
windward side of this island, among the peo- 
ple of some estates, which have been kindly 
opened to him by B Hewiston, Esq. and oth- 
ers He writes, April 12. 1822 :— 

‘Having spent nearly three years in St, 
George's | felt attached to the people, and a 
little regret at being removed, though | hope 
stil to exchange with one of the brethren on 
every sixtn Sunday. The society is remark- 
ably kind and I believe there are many truly 
pious characters amongst them In looking 
back to the p riod when I land.d on this 
island, and contemplating all the cireumstan- 
ces through which we have passed since that 
time, I can evidently trace the footsteps of 
divme providence, and have great reason te 
believe, that our labor has not been in vain. 
Then we had but a small place in which te 
ass.mble, and that liable to be upset by every 
gust of wind from the mountains : now we have 
a large and commodious chapel —a chapel in 
which generations yet unborn may celebrate 
the praise of the Most High. Many at that 
time were exceedingly prejudiced against us. 
Our sincerity was doubted ; but now, (I had 
almost said, woe unto us! for all men speak 
well of us, ) the cloud is dispersed, and almost 
every facility which the country can allow 
is afforded us. And what is the best of all 


| many who were in darkness and sin, are now 
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the happy partakers of the light of life. E- 
ven in the country, although our sanguine 
wishes have not been fully realized, yet we 
have cause to be thankful, and believe that 
goal has been done. The brethre: in St. 
George's now visit eleven estates, besides the 
village of Cougrave, and once a quarter the 
isle Rhonde. 

The ride across the mountains to the par- 
ish of St Andrew, where I now am, is de- 
lighttully picturesque and romantic. The 
craggy rock—the frightful precipicee—the 
eloud-capt mouutain—the tall aspiring pal- 
metto and mountain cabbage—the almost im- 
penetrable brush wood—all stand as memen 
tos of Him who gave tiem being, and exalt 
the mind to him as their great original A 
road is cut through the mountain, which in 
the dry season, is very good ; but for half the 
year bad, and often impassable At the 
highest elevation is a large lake, (Grand 
Etang,) nearly a mile across, and 3,500 fet 
above the level of the sea. Ata little distance 
is mount Quaco, said tu b+ the highest moun 
tain in the island. The Grand Etang is con 
sidered a great curiosity, and is ofien visited 
by strangers and the colon‘sis In maroouning 
parties. The air is so cold, that a person 
scarcely thinks himself in tie West (ndies.— 
Close by the take there is a residence, occu- 
pied by the captain of the Colony-Kangers, 
who are employed in taking up the run-away 
megroes here is also a tavern for the ac- 
commodation of strangers. Brother Squire 
rode with me to this place, fur the benefit of 
a change ; and after sprndi.g a few hours,and 
taking dinner with captain Forsyth, who has 
always been friendly towards us, he returned 
and | proceeded down to St. Andrew's. On 
this side of the mountain, some of the preci- 
pices are quite tremendous. Nearly the 
whole parish of St. Andrew, running along 
an extended plain, preseuts itseif to the eye 
In this parish there are thirty-nine estates, 
having on them about 4,800 vegroes. A Iit- 
tle further on begins the parish of St. Pat- 
rick, having nearly an equal number.’ 





Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the 
Liverpool Bible Soc. to the Agent of the A- 


merican Bib. Soc. dated Liverpool, Sept. 30. || 


* T avail myself of this opportunity t» 
convey, for the informati.n of your soci- 
ety, the painful intelligence of Mr. Ow- 
en’s death. 

‘By a letter received to-day from Mr. 
Cockle, I tind that this event took place 
a few days ago at Ramsgate, where Mr. 
Owen had gone in the hope of recruiting 
his constitution, which had been exhaus- 
ted by labours more abundant and more 
extensively useful than usually fall ta the 
lot even of eminent men. : 

Gifted as he was with an extraordinary 
quickness of perception, and a surprising 
readiness in repelling the unfounded ea- 
Jumnies wh:ch an undertaking soremark- 
ably successful as tne Bible Seciety has 





Death of Mr. Owen.— Utica Missionary Depository. 












been, was sure to provoke, no other man 
ever appeared so well qualified to stand 
forward as the Champion of the Society, 
and no one was ever more honoured in 
the defence of the truth. Like the Man 
ufler God's heart, he had weighed well 
the cause in which he was about to en- 
gage ; with weapons as simple, but for- 
tified with the same assurance of divine 
support, be placed himself before the ar- 
mies of the living God; and relying on 
his strength alone, his aim was as sure, 
and his triumph as certain as when the 
smooth stone from the brook laid pros- 
trate the pride and the hopes of Israel’s 
foe. It will be difficult indeed to find a 
successor uniting in so remarkable a de- 
gree the qualifications of great talent and 
great humility, of prudence & fortitude, 
of a catholic spirit, & of a conscientious 
adherence to principle: but it is a con- 
solation to the friends of the Bible to re- 
flect, that God will never be at a loss to 
carry into operation his own gracious 
purposes of mercy, and that, what he has 
willed should be accomplished, he can 
easily create instruments to perform.” 
Utica Missionary Depository. 
Received for A. B C.F M from 30th Oct. 
to 28th Nov. 

Virgil, a donation, by Mr I Dunning § 1 00 
Whitesborough, collection in sab. sehl. 

for the esucation of heathen children, 


by James B- Wilson, 3 64 
Miss Lydia K and Mary Ann An- 
drews,preminms obtained ona straw 
hat, for the Sandwich mission. 2 00 
do. obtained on a bonnet, by Miss M 
C. for the Sandwich mission, 1 00 

Utica, First Pres. soe mon con col. 5 75 
from children in Mrs. S Clarke's 
school, to educate heathen children, 2 00 
from a female friend 0° missions, 1-00 
by William Lothrop, of Utiea sabbath 
school, for educating heathen chiid’n 1 00 
a wido'v's mite, 1 00 
by a friend of missions, 3 00 

Paris, Mr Patrick Campbell, 5 bush- 2 19 


els barley, sold for — 
Amount of cash, 23 5 
Catharine and Reading from the Fe- 
male mis society. for the Cherokee 
mission, by Mrs Eleanor Div.n, trea- 
surer, a box of clothing estimated at 21 79 


Sangerfield, from a few ladies, a box 


ao | 


ot clothing estimated at 48 $1 
Moscow & Mount Morris, Livingston 110 61 
co. a box of clothing estimated at —__2- 


Amount of clothing 181 21 


New-Hartford, 54 bushels corn, from a mis- 
sionary field cultivated by individuals in the 
Rev N_ Coe‘s society. ! 

Paris, from individuals, 1 barrel dried fruit, 
by 1 M‘Niel, for the Mayhow Choctaw 
mission. ABLJAH THOMAS, Agent; 


